
Passages 

Bittersweet News 

Norma Cody, our Program Director for CPC Vancouver for eight years, 

is leaving us.  I know.  

Though unabashedly loving our charity, and all her colleagues here (so 

she claims), Norma – with tears and butterflies and excitement – is 

becoming the Executive Director of the Okanagan Valley Pregnancy 

Care Centre.  

Norma is taking the helm from Theresa White, who founded this excep-

tional crisis pregnancy centre in Kelowna some 10 years ago.  

[ Fact Check: All CPCs in BC are exceptional. ]  

What’s not to say about this wonderful woman? Norma has been a gift to our charity. And she is a very 

dear friend. As you know, Norma mentored a dynamic CPC ministry team in Vancouver. She advanced 

our nation-wide OnlineCare outreach. She has brought encouragement, resources and healing to hun-

dreds of clients. She has provided life-affirming professional trainings to so many people, locally and all 

over the planet. We are grateful for Norma’s remarkable leadership and her cherished time with us.  

“Though confident that the step I am taking is good, it comes with the knowledge that I am separating 

from a loving ministry made up of compassionate, qualified and committed colleagues and friends. The 

leadership here provides a covering of integrity and protection for the staff of this organization through 

their knowledge, prayers and visible care. As one of those staff, I have been secure in knowing that I 

was a valuable and significant member of the team, as well as loved.” ~ Norma 

 

Delightful News 

Joni Vanderpol is our new Program Director for our Crisis Pregnancy 

Centre of Vancouver & Richmond. 

Joni first served as a CPC summer student and, for the last 4 years, as a 

stupendous Client Services Coordinator. In her previous vocational life, 

Joni was a marketing coordinator in the private sector. Since joining us 

Joni has applied herself to helping crisis clients at the Vancouver centre 

and expanded her skills to serving online and post abortion clients. Joni 

has a BA in Business Administration from Trinity Western University and 

a MA in Theological Studies from Regent College. 

“I have come to love this ministry deeply. My understanding of the value of human life and the quest for 

dignity for every person has grown over this time. It has been a privilege to walk with, educate and love 

those who come to the Centre. I am honoured to be considered for the role of Program Director. This is 

a work fully dependent upon God’s provision and my hope is to fully rely on Christ in this role.”  ~ Joni 
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Your Pregnancy and Informed 
Consent  

HOORAY.  After two years of preparatory 

work, we just completed the film shoot for 

“Your Pregnancy and Informed Consent.” 

  

 

 

 

 

Evidence-based in content, presentation 

and tone, our client options video is now 

in post-production by the media company 

Glass Canvas. 

This video will be transferred to USB flash 

drives, and made available for all clients, 

offering truthful unbiased options that will 

help women to make an informed deci-

sion about their pregnancy. 

Special thanks to our gracious thespians 

Dr. Sherry Chan, Dr. Laura Lewis, Dr. Will 

Johnston, grief counsellor Doreen Yung 

and social worker Christene Buchanan.   

This film is a collaborative media project 

of CAS, Signal Hill and the Archdiocese. 

Our film will premiere at the upcoming 

Focus On Life Gala, Monday May 16th.  

Faux directors Ginimi and Brian. 
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Ministry Updates 
Our Clients 

Over the last few weeks, a number of our abortion-minded clients  

courageously gave birth to their sons and daughters. Most face difficult  

circumstances, including financial obstacles, abandonment by their  

partners, isolation from healthy family supports, or are escaping abuse. 

One of our current clients was pregnant by rape. Our CPC peer coun-

sellor listened to her, advocated for services, transported her to prenatal 

appointments, met her at the birthing hospital, supported her during 

hours of difficult labour, and was present when her baby daughter 

graced our world. At that moment our client graciously asked our CPC 

counsellor if she would please cut the umbilical cord. There are no words. 

Other clients helped just recently: a young women, abandoned by her partner 

because of the pregnancy, who days ago gave birth to a gorgeous baby girl.  

[ Fact Check: All our “CPC babies” are gorgeous. Just saying. ] 

We are helping with counselling a 15-year-old teenage girl, a victim of date 

rape. We are helping a devastated young woman coerced into having an 

abortion by her partner. So many other perplexing and redemptive stories to convey.  

In addition to our onsite clients, over the last year we also helped an additional 67 clients on our secure site, OnlineCare Canada.   

Regionally, 33 online clients were from BC, 20 from Ontario, 4 from Alberta, 4 from Manitoba, 4 from the Maritimes and 2 from Quebec. 

BTW.  In 2015, we conducted 36 high school and youth group Sexual Integrity presentations with 862 participating students in the 

Lower Mainland. And 2016 is proving to be another robust year of public school invitations. This is good news – as we want to reach 

teens before they need to reach us.  

Thank you for enabling us to provide love and resources to women and teens in crisis. 

Our New Premises 

As mentioned in our last newsletter, we secured new premises for 

our CPC Burnaby/New Westminster office. Our initial non-structural 

improvements are completed, and we’re open and serving clients. 

Regretfully, our anticipated new premises fell through for our CPC 

Vancouver/Richmond office. At the 11th hour, we were most fortunate 

to be offered temporary space at #201-3103 Kingsway. Phew. We 

are open and serving clients. But the downside is being on a second 

floor with no elevator – necessitating our pregnant clients, and moms 

with babies and strollers, to negotiate the stairs. 

Please pray and strategize with us for our Vancouver location. 

We need to either lease, or God-willing find business folks who love 

what we do, to purchase premises in a safe location and in close 

proximity to a major transportation hub (i.e. buses and SkyTrain).  

Two lovely photographs  

of CPC-loved bambinos. 

Photos used with permission. 

Christian Advocacy Society 

7879 Edmonds Street   

Burnaby BC V3N 1B9 

604-525-0999 

CPC Vancouver & Richmond 

#201-3103 Kingsway   

Vancouver BC V5R 5J9 

604-731-1122 
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We have reached $31,000 towards our targeted $40,000 Moving and 

Renovations Campaign. We are so very appreciative. Astonishingly, 

$10,000 was donated from a CPC in another province!  WOW. 

At our permanent CPC Burnaby office, we have now replaced a broken 

toilet and the grungy ceiling tiles, installed new carpeting, and painted 

the interior. We’re looking good. With hopeful additional funds, we need 

to construct a counselling room, a storage area, and purchase exterior 

signage. 

If you wish to consider some dollars toward our Moving and Renova-

tions Campaign, we would be grateful. 

Our Renovations 

नेपाल देश सुचना ददनु  Nepal Report 

So many BEAUTIFUL stories to share. So little space.   

Last month by invitation, we sent Norma, Miya, Darlene and Kim  

to train Nepalese leaders and NGOs in Bhaktapur and Kathmandu  

on the sanctity of life and God’s design for sex and marriage. 

 More than 85 professionals were trained as Sexual Integ-

rity educators – teachers, nurses, social workers, youth 

leaders and pastors. 

 Some 42 women from a Hindu Women’s Association 

received our teaching on pregnancy, abortion and risks, 

abortion grief and sexual integrity. 

 One prominent question from a women’s event is how 

gender is determined. Women in Nepal may choose or be 

forced to abort if girls are conceived. 

 Some 260 youth (ages 12 to 22) attended a full day 

presentation. Many made decisions to follow Jesus.* 

 Parents who attended have already requested further 

teaching and help from the local Nepal ministry. 

 Our SI curriculum has been translated to Nepalese and is 

in the hands of trained people prepared to teach it! 

 Plans are underway for a ‘leaders network’ for ongoing SI 

presentations for youth and churches. 

* Some youth travelled a great distance.  Miya met two sisters (with a 9-month-old baby girl) who rode a bus for 8 hours AND walked   

2 hours to attend our event! 

Elisha (host), Norma, Miya, Darlene and Kim. 

Norma co-leading a women’s breakout session. Miya (far right) with some of the 260 youth participants. 
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Summer Student Employment 

Our charity has opportunity to hire post-

secondary students for both of our CPC  

centres in Burnaby and Vancouver. The  

Client Services Assistant will work with  

the Program Directors in providing peer-

counselling, direct client services, and admin 

assistance. 

 $13.50 /hr, full-time 

 mid-May to end of August 

For details visit christianadvocacy.ca under 

“News & Events.” 

Seeking: Live-In Volunteer  

Abortion Recovery Retreat 

Date: June 3-5, 2016 

Our Rachel’s Vineyard retreats offer a 

beautiful opportunity for healing for 

any woman or man who has struggled 

with the emotional or spiritual pain of 

an abortion. We welcome individuals 

of all denominations and with non-faith 

backgrounds. 

For details call 604-525-0999 or visit 

pacscanada.org. 

We are looking for a 

single woman to live 

in community to help 

pregnant and abused women. This is with 

our Burnaby Safe House, a room & board 

second stage shelter. 

For more information on this unique ministry 

opportunity, please contact Merle Baker at 

merle@safeshelter.ca or click on “News & 

Events” at christianadvocacy.ca. 

Focus on Life Gala Dinner 

MONDAY, MAY 16: 6pm—9:15pm 

Italian Cultural Centre: $75/Seat or $750/Table 

Tickets at Signal Hill @ 1-877-7SIGNAL or focusonlife.ca 

This year’s guest speaker is Ryan Bomberger, an Emmy 

Award-winning creative professional, citizen journalist and 

co-founder of TheRadianceFoundation.org. Ryan’s biolog-

ical mother was raped yet courageously gave him Life. 

Ryan was one of ten children, who were adopted and 

loved, in a multi-racial family of fifteen. Today, as an 

adoptee and adoptive father, Ryan and his wife Bethany 

enjoy illuminating the intrinsic worth we all possess. 

Ryan’s media initiatives – often focusing on the ‘fatherlessness crisis’ – has received 

extensive coverage by the NY Times, CNN, MSNBC, the Associated Press, ABC 

World News, Huffington Post and many other traditional and new media news outlets. 

Focus on Life is a collaboration with our CAS charity, Signal Hill and the Archdiocese. 


