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PROLOGUE

DISCLAIMERS

For some forty years by vocation and volunteering, | have been focused on the provision of
support services for women and children at risk. So, to pen a paper solely about the ethics of
abortion is normally not my gto métier.

| am sensitive that some aglers may have had an abortion or have suggested an abortion to
others. Please do not take anything | say as judgmental. Our Lord is forgivihg abdunds in
compassionFurther, | am sensitive to the blunt words about abortion used by our Church
Fathers, ecclesiastical leaders, theologians, fasttwave feminists. The language is strong.

Finally, my intention throughout this discourse is not to necessarily conveygasige or
conservative values, but biblical valugSorgive me where | miss the mark.

EASIER TO LABEL

OnthishighhfOKF NBESR KdzYty NARIKGA RSolFGST AG OFy o6S St 3
choose to respectfully hear and understand her or his perspectiveepitteetsd LINR FSé¢ I YR
GLIOK 2 A OS¢ 602NIaR2YyEARNRAGVINDE 20 OA 2 dadndigidus S NE A Y LI
may actually think and feel about abortion. For example, for persons identifying ddepribeir

detractors (often without warrant) can misconstrtieeml & & A Y L) & -AcaSAdySE G a Ay 3t S
adherents. For persons who identify as fmwoice, thisloes not necessarilyjeanthey are

advocates foabortion on demand or for latéerm abortion.

Cognizant of the above, for a phiée definition | will use this brief explanatiavhichadequately
captures a congruent understanding for the respect for all members of the human family.

Life is a gift from God for us to respect and protect through all its stages, from

conception to natural deathEvery person is created by God, inihisage, and loved

08 KAY® 91 OK LISNE2Y Q& f AThiSbelkfcampelgyus]SNBy 0 ¢ 2 NI
to support the protection and promotion of liféo oppose practices that destroy or

devalue human life, and to uphold the dignity of every pero

! As followers of Jesuswhether Catholic, Orthodox, or Protestanbur beliefs, values, and conduct are tethered to

Scripture Without God, and without his communicated principles and morals, we fall into a rabbit hole of ethical relativism.

AsJeart | dzZf {F NINB FlIY2dzaftea f SO0 dzNBiE sindettiferd NBo infidite/and/prfedt 2y 3SNJ 6 S | y @
consciousnesstothy'] AdG® LG Ad y28KSNB 6NAGGSY G(KIFIG WikKS 322RQ SEAadas
Y26 dzZll2y GKS LI IYyS 6KSNBE GKSNB IINB 2yfte YSyo 52aiG28504a18 2y0S ¢
LISNXYAGGSRTQ |y Rsmfiskhe Starting pint) E@eBythitiglisSnyleledi deriitted if God does not exist, and man is

Ay 02yasSljdsSyOdS F2NI2Nysz F2NI KS OFyyzi ¥TAiy R 9 BAEIIKSAWWITA |if24 aRYS LIS R
I dzY | y A deAdPaul Sarfre: Basic \ftings, trans. Stephen Priest (London: Routledge, 2001), 32.

2a{yOlArte 2F [AFSTE [ ONARISREI 90JI y hfds:Avdiv.evangelidalf 2 6 aKA LI 2F /|y R
fellowship.ca/Themes/Sanctigf-Life

l1|Page
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INTRODUCTION

Adearfriend forwarded a blogoston the subject of abortion penneoly a thoughtful,
theologically liberal pastor. Myiénd asked for my opiniorn.got carried away, thus, this
booklet Being HumanAbortion and the Church.

Theblogwriter was sincere and conciliatoiy his provocativepiecebut, alas histwo major
conclusion®n abortion(quoted here below) aremistaken®

1. ¢/ KNAaGALFY GKAY(lAy3d 2y GKS A&dadzsS KlFha y20 |fg
2. ¢ KSNB I NB IR KRNI HAYEKSN2 aARS 2F (KA& AaadzsS
First, eople maydisagree withJudeaChristian ethic®n abortion But Christian thinking,

historicallyandtheologically js unabashedlypro-life.* Secondthe égood reasonsland
decisivelyon not supporting abortiomasa Christiarconviction

What followsis an examination of theiews and practicesf the universal Christia€hurchg
Catholi¢ Orthodox, and Protestarg both epochandpresentday, on the moralityof abortion
andour pastoral calfor helpingwomen experiencing unexpected pregnancies

ABORTION IN THE ANCIENT WORLD

FROM ATIQUITY

Thedevaluing of childrein the wombis notunique to our own generatiombortion and

infanticide were freely practesd in pagarsocieties before and during the time of ChriBagan

writers attest to the universalitgf abortion.As historiographer Michael J. Gorm@omcuments,

GwWAOK YR LR2NE afl @S FyR FTNBS>: é2dzy3 &+ yR 2t R | ¢

Plato andAristotle both supported abortion on demand. Further, Plato held that any pregnant
woman over 40 years of age must abdAristotle argued that handicapped infants should be

3L KIF @S 20KSNJ LRAYGa 2F RA&FAINBSYSyYyid 6AGK G(KS ldzik2NDa ot23 LR

* This is not to say there are not exceptions about the ethics of abortion by various theologically liberal or pregressi
individuals. In fact, there are a number of mainline Protestisriominations which are permissive about abortion, including
the United Church of Canada, the United Church of Christ, and the Episcopal Church (USA).

5 Michael J. GormarAbortion and theEarly Church: Christian, Jewish, and Pagan Attitudes in the-Roesan World
(Eugene: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 1982), 27.

5 paul B. FowleAbortion: Toward an Evangelical Conser(stland: Multnomah Press, 1987), 16. See PIlabe, Republic
BookV, 460 bc and 460e461c.

2|Page
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[ e

left to die of exposur@ I a4 KI N1LJ O2y G4 N¥ ad (2 2 dlihifeeadRQa Ol f
persons of worth).

The Greekgprocured abortiorby means of medicinabortifacients.The Persians terminated
pregnancies usingurgical toolsnside the birth canalThe ancient Hindus and Arabs subjected
women to vaginally insertechemical abortifacients.

The waists of Chinese mothers wereubd so tightly they would abortn JApan pregnant

women straddledoiling cauldros of parricidamixtures. Thestomachs of pregnant Polynesians
were beaten with stone8In Egypt, newbornsere harvested fomgredients used in the
manufacturing of cosmetic cream.

In addition, unwantedbabiesin the Greco-Roman worldvere commonlyleft outside the city

wallsto diefrom exposureandpredatoryanimalsly ¥ y i A OA RS  dhiatplaydryhtsa y I (0 dzNJ €
would male fun of the practice isomedies™ Femae gendercide wathe most frequent Grls

were discardedalive ingarbage dump$’ Sewerswould clogwith female newborng®In

referring to daughtersacommon aljectiveg & as2'RA 2

PapyrusOxyrhynchus 12€ontains detter from a husband, Hilarion, to his pregnant wife, Alis:

Know that | am still in Alexandria. And do not worry if they all come back and | remain in
Alexandria. | ask and beg you to take good care of our baby son, and as soon as | receive
payment | shall send it up to you. If you are delivered of a child [béfgee home], if it

isa boy keep it, if a girl discard"t.

Needless to sayhe ancient Greeks and Romans were not alondeir inhumanity to those
K2 GSNB ¢SI13 QdzZf ySNIofS> 2N RSEkéthk g2 NI KEf Saao
European ones, were largely devoid of the values we hold precious h@lddyuman sacrifice,

" Fowler,Abortion, 16. See Aristotlédistoria Animaliun¥.3; and AristotlePolitics7.1.1, 7.14.10.

. DS2NBHS 5SOSNBdzES 4! ¢&LRf23A01f {(dREREFINBENIAZPAIFASHHE t NK Y
ed.,Abortion in AmericgBoston: Beacon Press, 1967), quoted in George G&aand lllusions: The Legacy of Planned
Parenthood 2nd ed., (Franklin: Adroit Press, 1992), 209. See also Goftbartion and the Early Church5-18.

® George GranfThirdTime AroundA History of the Praife Movement from the First Century to the PregBnentwood, TN:
Wolgemuth and Hyatt, 1991), 12.

% Grant, lllusions 209. Grant cites for further reading, Augustus Ambrdes Women of Gilead: The Abuse of Women and
Children in Histor{New York: Uptown Bookseller, 1957).

" Ken Spiroworld Perfect: The Jewish Impact on Civilizatizeerfield Beach: Simcha Press, 2008),

2 Mike Aquilina,;The Witness of Early Christian Women: Mothers of the ClgHiafitington: OuiSunday Visitor Publishing,
2014), 15.

¥ Rodney Stark, Rodney Stafke Rise of Christianifew YorkHarperOne, 19965 MMy ¥ NBFTSNBEAIGR Ay 51 JAR
| KdZNDK 9ELI YAA2 WD2[ANESSI YROADME KADES . A0tS /25385 { dNNBas ./

14 Aquilina,Early Christian Womer5.

15 Spiro,Jewish Impagt16.

3|Page
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AYTLIYyGAOARSZI EthoRicle©antigiies hisiodah ReB KeR Spid o, Sazx (G KS& KI
beautiful philosophies, but we must make a distinction betwealtural and technological
A2LKAAGAOLIGAZ2Y YR GKS Y2'Nl t FyR SGKAOFE NBIFf AGE

/ w! C¢95 Lb Dh5Q{ La! D9

In contrast, our Jude€hristian God affirms the sanctity of human life. Foundational to this view
of humankind is thémago [ei. Genesis Chapterr® lays down a worldview upon which the rest
of the Law and the Scriptures are based:

So God creategharkindin hisown image, in the image of Goéh
created them; male and femaleltreated then. (Genesis 1:27)

./ _ :
Michelangelo, Sistine Chapel Ceiling (AD 1511), Rome, CCO.

From all Biblical accounts, human life is saaredi generisunique.All human life has

intrinsic value, not because of developmental milestonea societalvalidationof worth, but
0S50l dzaS 6S I NB ONBebuh&sRntrisiéd t@EsREdple the Yespdriibility to
advocate, prophetically and pastorally, on behalf of all amonghs are devalued, those
impoverished, afflicted, oppressed, displaced, widowed, or orphang&tdoever may be cast
asthe least of these

From thisMatthew 25passage, two important traditions would developthe universal Burch.
In the Protestant traditionfollowers of Jsus Christ are an extension a§ ltompassionate care

16 Spiro,Jewish Impagt72.

YLy GKS $2NR& 2F hNIK2R2E SGOKAOAAG W2 Kphysiologhdbdetelopmers, NE 2y K22 R A &
medical analysis, or social conventigmow that the Lord himself is God; It is he who has made us, and not we oubselves

John BreckThe Sacred Gift of Life: Orthodox Christianity and BiogdhictNB 4 1 622 R b, Y {iG® +fl RAYANRA { S
149.To read more on themago Deisee@ RgA Yy | dZAZ Gt SNE2Y KNHRDSI ¥R (A BEG KL QDBE WAAR ( A C
LEE20FGA2Y 2F [ AYA Q%Bions & RighGdnd Wrang arbezddidgs dfIne 1983 Clinical Bioethics

Conferenceed. Edwin C. Hui (Vancouver: Regent College, 1994%), 1591.

4|Page
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for those in need or devalued. In the Catholic and Orthodox tradition, by serving the afflicted
weareinfacta SNOWAY 3 (K% @ KARRSY / KNA &

As we will observehe grace d the Gospel, and the conduct of th&d@ch,would elevatethe
worth anddignity of women, andvould curbwidespread abortion anéhfanticide throughout
much ofthe Western world

CHURCH OPPOSITION TO ABORTION

FLEDGLING CHURCH
| will now covertwo millenniumsof church history &)

As we have seenbartion in antiquityc with the excegion of the Jewsc was frequent and

widespread'® It would not be until the birth of theChurch that there was to beubstantial

opposition to abortion, infanticideand abandonmentt KS D2 a LJSf OKF y3ISR LIS2 L)X S
a higher view ohuman life.

Women and childremvere perceivedas subhumaiin the prevailing Grec®oman world
RadicallyJesusand his apostleaffirmed thehumanityand dignityof everyonec irrespective
of gender,age,economicstatus,social position, or ethnicity.

Christian onverts weredisproportionally women. Womewelcomed the Christian baof
abortion, infanticide and gender selectiol.Womenwelcomedthe Christianprohibition of
incest, marital infidelity, and polygamiagan men prized female chastity. Fainristians,
premarital chastity was to be mutual for both men and wonf&n.

Femaleavere gven higher status in the fletigg, egalitarian Christian community than in the
surroundingpagan world Christianitywould scandaliz&oman family values. Women and

children were treated spersonsPagan philosopheCelsusvould bemoarthe new lived reality

2F [/ KNRAaAGALY YSy 02y @S Ndtheyhldren, faidfod &€ I dS&> &G dzLIA |

Baw! 802NIA2Y YT fA1S SELREAMINBI 6+ a dply@GYLIAIYS fiK Soo Il WDORSP yiliiK $ 23 Rapa
Abortion and the &ly Church33./ 2y @& A RSNJ NBI RA Yy 3 Wodrld PeKectYTBe/JewishIinphBt OrsCivilizatdr X

Y51 GAR 222RI a9FNIe& / KdZNOK 9ELI yaArAz2ys [ATS | yRTheRsA#E#KALIZE [ SO0
Christianity chpt 5;Larry HurtadoPestroyer of the god@Vaco: Baylor University Press, 2016); Alan Kreides,Patient

Ferment of the Early ChuréhDN} Y R wl LJARAY . F1SNJ ! OF RSYAOS HnAnmMcOEou®KLIi pT {1 NI
Regent College, Vancouv8&C, 2017), Lecture 3.

2 Hurtado, Destroyer of the god<457, 166167.

21 Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson, dde AnteNicene Fathers: Translations of the Writings of the Fathers Down
toAD32%5bSg |, 2NJ Y / KIF NI Sa { ONR oy S NImhe WitdegsiobEarly @hristignIVorjetizpeisS R Ay aA | S
of the Churct{Huntington: Our Sunday Visitor Publishing, 2014), 22.
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Gender parity at the offering tabl&hird Woman raising the Cup. Marcellino and

century fresco, Callistus Catacomb, Rome. Pietro Gtacomb,Rome, c. late AD 200s.
Wilpert, Malereien pl. 41.1 Wilpert, Malereien pl. 157.2.

In Corinth, Christiangrovided residential care for prostituteexperiencing crisigregnancies.
In Rome, Christians would rescue babies left to die of exposure and bring them home to raise as
their own?

Patristics scholar Mike AquiifRE LIt | Ayax aLy GKS SINiée RIeas sKSy

than Christians, a gi¢/for that matter, a boy rescued from the rubbish heap was most likely to
SYR dzZLJ Ay | ONRGKStd® ¢KSaS gSNBZoNRGIKSE A GKI

PRESERVBIOCUMENTS

In stark contrast to all th prevailing culturedijrst and second century documents show that
abortion was never acceptable in the Church.

The Didacheg anonym,The Teachings of the Twelve Apostlesvasa codification of theoral
tradition ofthe Apostlesead universally amontpe early churcheswhichincluded:a , 2 dz a KI £ f
not procure an abortion, nor destroy a newbdinkK At R @ ¢

Fromtheologian Clementof Alexandia, in the Paedagogugc. AD 96 on abortifacientstt C 2 NJ
0 K 2 aaking¥timulating drugs to bring on an abortion wholly lose their own humanity along
with the fetusé®

From theLetter of Barnaba¢c.AD 7Q: ¢ , 2
1TAff GKIG 6KAOK KIFE |

<,
No

dz akKl f
- f NB |

¢ —
('D/
(@]
U Cx
(V)
<, o
w -
Uy o
<
U C-
Z R
[N oy
[atN
m O

2 Grant, lllusions 214.

2 pquilina,Early Christian Women 6.
**TheDidache?2, 1-2; cf.ll Thessaloniang:15.
% Clement of Alexandrid@aedagogusBook |l

% | etter of Barnabag9.5;preserved in the 4th centur@odex Sinaiticus

6|Page

[j

QX
—_



Being HumanAbortion and the Church

The earlyapologeticl etterof Mathetes to Diognetug. AD130)contrasting the life oChristiars
with that of non-Christiars. dThey marry, as do athers, they beget childrenbut they do na
destroy their offspring?’

FromTertullian,the acknowledged founder of Western theologythe Apology(AD 19%. a ¢ 2
hinder a birth is merely a speedier way to kill a human. It does not matter if you take away a life
GKFd KFa 0SSy o02Nysz 2NIRSadGNere 2yS (KIFIG Aa y2i0 ¢

THE INCARNATION

Our redemptive Christian faith began in the wordButthe angel said to hetPo not be afraid,
Mary; you have found favour with Godtou will conceiveand give birth to a@n, and youare to
callhimJesu® 0 [ dZB1S.The ¥ag Bhurch understoodhat Jesus did not becomghuman
on the day of his birth, but nine months earlierthe Incarnation, at theConceptio Chrigf

Ghirlandaio, The Visitation (AD 1491), tempera on panel. Louvre Museum, Paris,

Furtherfrom Sripture, the Visitatioralsobears witness to the humanity of the fetus.

2 KSYy 9fATF0oSGUK KSFENR al NBEQa 3aAINBSGAy3Is GKS o
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spihit.a loudvoice she exclaimed:

.t SaasSR NS @&2dz Y2y3 62YSys> FyR o0fSaasSR A
But why am | so fawwed, that the mother of my Lord should come to

me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in

Y& 62Y0 f SI(LISRAHEY NNS2E D¢

| etterof Mathetes to Diognets / K LJGSNI pY G¢KS alyySNB 2F GKS / KNRAAGALF Y& DE
% Tertullian,Apology 9.8.
®Frederica MatheweD NBE Sy s X KSE t IN&A ST hNIK2R2E&3X FyR 12L182¢ ! yOASyld CI A

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/blogs/Consider readin@eAnimaby Tertullian, followed by th&vangelium Vitady
John Paul II.

7|Page


https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/blogs/

Being HumanAbortion and the Church

THE CANONS

Not only was the earlyltirchandthe earliesttheologiansunited against abrtion, but so were

the other Church Bthersand apologistshroughout the generationsAthenagorasHippolytus
Felix,Origen, Cyprian, Gregory, Basil, Ambrdsepome Chrysostom, Augustin®hotius and

others®* On the moral issue of abortion there was never a dissenting opinion by a Church Father
or in patristic tradition*

Later, he canongal prohibition of abortion would bpronounced by theSynodof Elvira ¢. AD
303), followed by theSynodof Ancyra AD314), andfollowed by the QuiniseXtcumenical
Gouncil AD 69). The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinopteuld catalogughe Christian
teachings on abortion into thPhotian Collectiorand thesecanonswere subsequentlyatified
by the ChurcAD 883.%2

Following Constantine and thi€hristianizatig™ ©f the Roman Empire, laws prohibiting
abortion were establishedAbortion wasdenouncedhroughout theByzantine millennium
(AD330 to 1453)Moral opposition to abortion continued following the Ed8test Schism, the
Reformation(including ThomasAquinas Martin Luther,and JohnCalvin)*®* and beyond.

%0 Athenagorasd. AD 138190), A Plea Regarding Christiam$hap. 35Hippolytus (c. AD 17@35),Refutation of All Heresies
Book 9, chap. Minucius Felix (n.d; c. AD 250)Dctavius chap. 30. Origeft. AD 18§253),Contra Celsun8.61-62.

Cyprian (c. AR10g258), Novatus Epistle 48, chap. 2. Ba@l AD 336379),Canonica Primal88.2. Gregory (AD 38594),
ahy GKS {2dzZ | yThe Sakr&l Wnithgs dfiGNgad NyssaAfmbrése (c. AD 38397),Hexameronchap.
18. Chrysostontiomilies on Romang4,3.4.1. Jeromeqd, AD 34¢420), Letter to EustochiupXXIll, point 13. Augustine (AD
354¢430),0n Marriage and Concupiscen@ook 1), chap. 17. Photius (c. AD &%B),Photian CollectiofChristian
teachings on abortion catalogued).

1t SEFYRSNI 28040GSNE a!'y hNIK2R2E 22NR 2y ! 602NIA2y¢é ot LISNI RSE A
Princeton, 1992), 8® { SS Ff a2 GKS |1 2f& hNIKZ2R2E BriekAnkis Kdriaeof the HOIWI K2 R2 E £ A ¢
Orthodox ChurchNo. 88605, submitted to the Supreme Court of the United States, February 21, 1989, accessed July 5,

2023, http://orthodoxkansas.org/Orthodox_Amicus_Curiae_brief.html

%2 Holy Orthalox ChurchBrief Amicus Curia®reck Orthodox Christianity and Bioethjck52; andMlatushkaValerie H.
tNPG2LI LI &2 G¢KS t2aAdAzy 2F (GKS / KIZNODK 2y ! 602NIA2y 3¢ t SYLI 2 dz
https://pemptousia.com/2016/04/theposition-of-the-churchon-abortion-2/.

% Thomas Aquinas (c. 12¢B8274),Summa TheologicaMartin Luther (14881546),What Luther SaysAn Anthologycomp.
Ewald M. Plass, vol. 2, no. 2826, (St. Louis: Concordia, 1959JpB83Calvin (15@32564),Commentaries on the Four Last
Books of MosefGrand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1950)421

My apologies for this extensive footnote butitisY LJ2 NI  y i (2 | RRNB&aa | YAaOz2yOSLIiAzy o0& &z
RStF&SR K2YAYAT I A2y Suitnd ahedogidifer® Bozldidnse 24NdrtibnaaNiBrigsifieactdat

any stage in th@regnancy, but it does specify that once tie¢us has become animated (when he believed ensoulnant

the living human being took place), it is homicide to kill it. This measwersaiulmentor delayed hominization (the belief

that the embryo orfetuswas not a human life with a soul until a part@ukventafter conception) is typically equated with

the stage at which quickening took placeefined byAristotleas forty days for boys and eighty days aftenceptionfor

3 A NEméarypéProject Encyclopellia & @@ ® a4 { (0 @ ¢ KaualTad & SIptiA Y’ SINROYOBDbliswedHypR Q! Y 2 dzZNE

Novemnber 11, 2007, accessed Ma$, 2023 https://embryo.asu.edu/pages/sthomasaquinasc-122512744 Ly G KS mo ( K
OSyldNEEZ {(Gd ¢K2Yla !ljdAyla YIRS SEGSyaAagsS dzasS 2F I NhadGz2if SQa
not present in the first few weeks of pregnan8ut he also rejected abortion as gravely wrong at every stage, ohgervi

GKEFEG AG Aa | aAy WHIFAYEal gwHaNEQG (22 NBR2BOENIPD 2IROQEF AAFATEYF ¢ K !
¢SHOKAY3IsZe | yAGSR {GFGS& [/ 2y TSNBy OBtp/mww.ubcibloy/issuéand A 4 K2 LJax | 00S:
action/humanlife-and-dignity/abortion/respectfor-unborn-humartlife.
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RECENT PAST

During thetwentieth century, prominentecclesiastical leaders continugal publidy afirm the
intrinsic value of prborn children at all gestational stagdsis inclued Protestant theologians
Dietrich BonhoefferKarl BarthandHelmut Thielické*

This includes all Orthodox patriarchs. Codified in its official Ecclesiastical Law Book, the Eastern
Orthodox Church from its inception has not, and will not, alter its moral position on abdttion.

Thisalsoincludes all Catholicpopes. Promulgated in theCatechism ofhe Catholic Chur¢h
preborn childrerhavea Godordainedinviolable right to lifedSince the first century the Church
has affirmed the moral evil of every procured abortion. This teaching has aaoged and
remains unchangeabi@ 2271)¢%*

THE CHANGE OF TIDE

FEMINISM

Feminist foremotherswerepib A FS® ¢ KS&S SALTAGENRFY FFOGAGAAGE T
proprietorship, for legal guardianship of children, temperance, labour reforms, advocated
pacifism, andvere resolutelyanti-abortion and antieugenics.

FSYAyAald {SNNAY ad C2a0SNI gNARGSEAS a2AGK2dzi (1y26y
abortion, andg like Susan B. Anthorgysought to address the root causes that drive women to

I 6 2 NI’ Xha fifstvgavefeminist leadershifrequentlyreferred to abortion ast hte-natal

murderé |y R-natalinfaitiSideb®®

% Dietrich BonhoefferEthics trans. N.H. Smith (New York: Macmillan, 19583pc 3;Karl Bartha w S LINR RdzO0G A2y YR G(KS
b I 4 OSy (i Chirgh Dogmati§s¥ads. G.W. Bromiley and T.E. Torrance, vol. 3 (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1961), pt. 4;

FYR 1 Stvydzi ¢KASEtAO] ST &Lyl SNNHzZLIG A 2 y The Hthics i Belgn YWork #afpet KS t NRof SY
and Row, 1964), chap. B, 22687.

Some students of Barth have wondered if he allowed for a possibility of abortion in a rare circumstance (beyond saving the

fATS 2F (KS Y2UKSNOL® C2NJ SEIF YL ST 2yS fDE2ANBIS A8 ENHDOKE WR O SNJI
necessarily dé&f y A (0 A ASAfTeS aBsLINBS S a A OKIEF St 2 ald/2yySttr awStA3arazy | yR GKS
I 6 2 NIMicRigal lfaw Revie®2(6), (1994): 190%ttps://repository.law.umichedu/mlr/vol92/iss6/36/. McConnell is

discussing Elizabeth Mensch and Alan Freemha,Politics of Virtue: Is Abortion Debatalie@rham: Duke University

Press, 1993), who are discussing Barth, Bonhoeffer, and others. This is too nuanced for an adsipeatdion here. But

6KIFG Aa OSNIFAYY CANBGZ . I NOGK 0SSt ABogfakcs41842MBecchy, théredis 6 S | aY2y 4l
GRADGAYS YSNDBLMEFNIXE R NHB 12y hlay A WNB Fdzii  6f & t&abrbnpossilly 6S aAyI Ydz
0SS YFAYQdlFrAYySR GKI G GKSNBRgniatics4fR Ane Nddeh. Sy Saa F2NJ GKAA aAyé o

% John Kowalczyldn Orthodox View of AbortiqiMinneapolis: Gopher State Litho, 1977), 15.

% | ibreria Editrice Vatican&atechism of the Catholzhurch(Washington, DC: United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, 2008).

USNNRAY ad® C2ai0SNE aCSYAyaald C2NBY2GKSNA htps/Giwidministafar 8 F2NJ [ A TS
life.org/herstory.
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Alice Paul were thredafetmostearly
feminists, suffragists, equal rights activists, and-pfe advocate®f the twentieth century
g2YSyQa Yandéy&gStartonwould voicetheir opposition toabortion and
infanticidein their feministnewspaper publicationTheRevolutior™

Alice Paul (sitting, clieft) with otherfeministactivists sewing stars on a suffragist flag.
Library of Congress, CCO

AlicePaultirelessly organized marches, led hungeikes,wasbeatenmultiple times and
arrestedrepeatedlyduring her norviolent campaign$or equality for womenin 1920,Paul

would become the author of the original US Equal RightsAtBendment In 1954 she was

instrumental in establishing a permanent United Nations Cogsion on theStatus of Women.

On theworth and dignity of preborn childredk | 2 6 OF y 2y S wiNEnbgkiing | YR KSf L
them as babies,Paul wouldadamantlydeclare.GAbortion is the ultimate in the exploitation

2F 29SSy oé

Beginning in the edy 1960sthe secondwave feministmnovementfought againstsystemic
patriarchyand advanced policies feocietalpolitical equality endingviolence against women,
legalized birth contro&nd,in contrast totheir Christianfeminist peersuncompromisingly

3 Mary K. Derr, Rachel MacNair, and Linda Nar&hjebl,Prolife Feminism: Yesterday and Tolégnsas City: Feminism
andb 2y @A 2f Sy0S {(idzRASa ! 3a20ALGA2YS wnnpoX l[d2GSR Ay /0 [/t NJ]Z
America, accessed May 15, 20B8ps://www.feministsforlife.org/the-truth-aboutsusarb-anthony/.

¥dd I yyS {OKyAllGYlysS a9ftAlloSiK /I Ré {GFlyd2yyY CSYAYA&AGEZ 2AFS |
accessed May 11, 2023tps://www.feministsforlife.org/elizabethcadystantonfeministwife-andmother-of-seven/

OESNNRAY ad C2a0SNE 622YSYyKSSaSHNBE! (S G465 NENatknalRévie@IghNEyE 2 ¥ T Y By = ¢
19, 2018https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/01/womensgnarchpro-life-feminists/.
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pivoted to advocating folegalabortion acces$: Today, there remains a deep ethical divide
between Christian feminists, who are fundamentaltg-life, and agnostic or atheistfeminists
who are fundamentallypro-choice.

Acrucial questioncan one authentically bieministand pralife? Christian feminists say, yes.

Regarding the wider populatioim a Canadian po7% of the fema respondents sajdyes*

However,asauthor Andrea Mrozek remarks a ¢ KS 0 A 3IIASNJI ljdzSa dwaey Aa gKSI
can embrace the first wawetheir own history. When they do, the feminist world will get a lot

Y2NB NBlFazyroftSy AyOtHaAALBST YR | 6K2tS t20G £ NI

PRGWOMEN

As we have seethe philiaandagapeactionof the Giurchessentially curbed abortion and
infanticide up to our owrera, more or lesgo the early1960s.Duringthe late twentieth century,
a humanistic worldview and situational ethics eroded the JuGéostian base for moral
absolutes Out went the sacrednesshe intrinsicvalue)of human life.Today, peborn infants,
babiesbornwith infirmities, peoplefrail and agedare again seen as expendabled disposable

Grievously the devaluation of femaless alsoa recuringreality with ourpostmodern world

Mother Teresa taught thabortion undeniably isnti-female:d ¢ K-§dr&ers of its victims are
62YSYY 1 ItF GKS 0 6“ASedNobelyeacelPtize redipkstinouslp ( K S NE £
explained

The secalled right to abortion has pitted mothers against their children and women
against men. It has sown violence and discord at the heart of the most intimate human
NBflFGA2yaKALA® LG KFa F33INFQSFGSR ykS RSNR3II O

“I The secondvave feminist fight for abortion had a checkered evolution. Friends and foes of Planned Parenthood founder,

al NBIFNBG {Fy3aSNE ljdSaidArz2y az2YS 2F KSNI Y2G0A@08a FyR LN} OGAOSa
Sanger harmed agendfah 2y 6 A (0 K K S NJSESfaA STEDME fCNBK Y 42y S aLQY (KS | SR 2
52yS all1Ay3a 9EOdzASE F2NJ hdzNJ C2dzy RSNY 2 S Ydzad NBOl2y 6AGK al NAI
'y R S dzWéwYor®Eiriedpril 17, 202, https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/17/opinion/planneepbarenthood

margaretsanger.htmiSee{ SNNRAY ad C2a0GSNJ FyR 5F YAl Yy fiuhPlanSed RafeRtBobdE G 9 NI &aAy 3
R28ay Qi OKLIy3S | o Anefick: The Qesuit Reldgidy2R, Q020 iv VI americamagazine.org/
politics-society/2020/07/22/margaretsangerfeminismplannedparenthoodabortion-eugenicsMargaret Sanger aside,

F2NJ LINPFAE Sa 2y NBy26ySR FSYAyAaGas @rariG GKS cexyraida F2N [
http://www.feministsforlife.org/herstory/. For an overview of the feminist movement in Canada, @aitadian

Encyclopedigh 9 NI @ 2 2YSy Qa a2 @Swdo/iizé Alddzd i ia RtRs:/AvdeRtdesatiadianpr> H A Mc X
cyclopedia.ca/en/article/earlyvomensmovementsin-canadaand® 2 YSy Qad a2 @SYSy (4§ pXy LMz E REKSRdpcn
September 12, 201éittps://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/womemmsovementsin-canadal96085

(ORI
E

2 yRNBF aNRIl §1 = & /c&dusSastidodifizdyVRrch?82201%hE: /Avww.cardus.ca/news/news
releases/celebratingvomen/.

Bandreaa NBT S$13 622YSyda 1 $HLIMKBAGES 2 @Y BN KadardGasirkadified 31 Ay ad ! 62 NI A
March 4, 2019https://www.cardus.ca/research/family/researeteport/womenshappinessvomenshealth/.

M KdzZNDOKS&E 2F {0 tdfFSIHyRH2{IER 4 A ORING KX hifigst/ BN GtfaiilstrfidRael dzadza i HI H
.com/copyof-prayersreflections
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fatherless society. It has portrayed the greatest of gifesschildg as a competitor, an
intrusion, and an inconveniendg.

The diminishingnd erasingf girls is unabated. As the pre-JudeceChristian world, female

fetuses are particularltargeted. Today, there are between 80 millionto 108t A2y aYAaaAy 3
3 A NI & ¢ -sefebtiPeYabostiéh land infanticide. All discarded for simply being feffiate.

Canada, abortioinduced gendercide is permitted and takes pléte.

God blessur contemporary, countercultural, pravomen, prolife advocatesSuchundaunted,
multifariouswomen, along withso manyothers,include DrMargaret Cottle Obianuju Ekeocha,
FayteneGrasseschDr. MargaretHartshorn, Patricia Heatodbby JohnsonRev Alveda King

Dr. Laura LewiRev.Wendy LowePatricia MaloneyFrederica Mathewe&reen Andrea
Mrozek,Monica Roddisl.ila Rosgloni Eareckson Tadend PatriciaViedemer*

IMPERFECTIONS

Termination of pregnancy for fetabnormality (TOPFA)lisgal in 113 countrie¥.Canada, te
most permissive Westemation for TOPFApermits suchabortionfor any seriousndnon-
seriousreason Orfor no reasonin contrast to Canada, amy countries permit TOPFénlyin
instanceswhere a lifethreatening fetalabnormalitywill meanthat the babycannot beviable
outsidethe womb.

In the United Kingdom, TOPFAnalsobe permissible wher@the child, if born, would suffer
physical or mental abnormalities that would resulserious handicap®® Theseriousnessf a
handicapis considered on a caday-case basiddoweverwith no legal definition& 2 mbh- &

Ba2iKSNI ¢SNBal s Gaz2iKSNI ¢SNB&F Q& ™o dRubliaBsacirsed e Jo#naldfkh® { dzZLINBY S /
Witherspoon InstituteSeptember 5, 201éttps://www.thepublicdiscoursecom/2016/09/17771/

PeKSNBAS 1S8a1S0GK yR %Kdz 28SA - Ay3a3s a! 6y2NNIf ®BdeediNgsdfA 2& Ay Kdzy
the National Academy of Sciendd3(36), (September 5, 2006): 132¥3275,https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0602203103

{S$S CcSy3ljay3a /K2 St fos 4{eadSYFLGA0 HaasSaavySyid 2F GKS &aSE NI
imbalances and regional reference le¥eBroceedings of the National Academy of Scietit€¢19), (April 2019): 9363311,
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1812593116

Tal NDSt2 ! Nljdzal SiFFii@N & § 8 8z0aRdiah @editalibspojaioll Jokrhas(9), (June
2016): e1812190.

“81 would be remiss in not recognizinther remarkable prevomen, prolife advocates: Merle Baker, Gini ChanDr. Sherry
Chan, Norma Cody, Stephanie Gray Connors, Angie C6té, Lorna Dueck, Dr. Lynn DuMerton, Serrin M. FostéviaCkagtine
Joyce McCauleBenner, Beth Moore, Camille Pauley, Dr. Nancy Peaf@eyPhicRebecca Peters, Valerie Protopapas,
BarbaraSchmidt, Michele Smillie, Faye Sonier, Nat8bnnen, Anna Marie White, Doreen Yung, etingrs.

©dd FyyS 1 SHySes al Nl ¢2YfAyaA2Y YR #AyS | OSYGAYS GCSNYAYL GA2y
of the healthcare experiences and®& & 2 T RBNICRIBghiandy Thildbir2, 441 (2022https://bmcpregnancy
childbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s128822-047704.

%0 catheine Peckham et alTermination of Pregnancy for Fetal Abnormality in England, Scotland and Wales: Report of a
Working PartyRoyal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, May 201Bitpéi//www.rcog.org.uk/media/21lfviOe/
terminationpregnancyreport18may2010.pdf
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sS N aatmdatal conditions in thénited Kingdom Abortion Acslippery slope abuses occur,
includingbabiesevenhaving a cleft lip*

DIFFERENT” does not mean “

Today, he most devaluedabies(in addition to femalesare thosewith Down syndrane, or

Trisomy 21Fetusesknownor suspected to havBown syndromeare routinely terminatedin

some Canadianrpvinces nearly85%of preborn childrerhavingDown syndromeare aborted

In the United Kingdomalmost90%. Denmark, 98%. Iceland, virtudl§0%?>° As atress Patricia

Heaton Honorary Chaiof Feminists for LifeRS LIt 2 NS &> aLOStFyR AayQid F Oid
A8YRNRBYSP ¢KS@QNB 2dza® 1AfttAy3d SOSNEoOo2Re (KI{G KI

INFANTS ARE NOT PERSONS

Thousands of medical ethicigtad bioethicist, as they are called, professionally
guidethe unthinkable on its passage through the debatable on the way to
becoming the justifiable until it finally established as unexceptionabfe.

e¢KS wAdKG G2 [AFS /JKENRGEOE S ¢ NHzA HOBASNGHK: 2 022FNIL AS2E y3AK | Fy2 N 200 (i02ANFE 3
RA & o Rightto Kifé Melynited Kingdom, August 10, 202tps://righttolife.org.uk/news/94of-belgiandoctors:
surveyedsupportafter-birth-abortion-for-babieswith-disabilities

2GregAngdl 4/ 2dzy i NAS& SEtAYAYl (S 5cBBNewSaIRMRYIE. G KNRdzZAK | 62NIA2YySé

Bt FOGNROAL 1 SEG2y T at GNROAL | St GelyrSaLIONS | a/dRa (h alyA(f ASyf R YSG'S NiBA /-
America: The Jesuit Revielecember 4, 201 https://www.americamagazine.org/politiesociety/2017/12/04/patricia
heatonricelandisnt-eliminatingdown-syndromethey-are-just.

“wA OKE NR W2 KKS b 82K tzN31 CantmergaryASilyl a88hit3s:#www.commentary.org/articles/richard
neuhaus/thereturn-of-eugenics/
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Some years ago, | haége opportunity to meet withhuman rights speaker, Melissa Ohden.
Melissahad beerborn alive during a failedalire abortionand left for dead amondiscarded
medical wasteat a hospital in OhioShewas laterrescued by a nurse who hehiner whimpers

According to manyprominentatheists all babies even after theibirth, havedno moral right to

life.>® These physicians andethicistg are arguingor the legalization of infanticide farewborns

with a disability, morbidityor having survived an intended abortidh This proposed practice

by means of exposure, starvation, @uthanizingg istermed a/ & kbiftiiia®addtioné or & F 2 dzNIi K
trimesterabortiond €

Our contemporary West has moved decidedly away from baseline moral absolutes (inherent

with JudeaeChristian belief) to postmodern moral relativism. Christian ethicist PetefK

observes thathis worldviewsays thatonly some humans are persons, those who are given

NAIKGEA o0& 20§KSNAER o & &dnsequandiallykreel laniekt® a & W k- NRIZ BISRD & ¢
OK2A0SQ RSYyASa (GKS al yoOiAldeaOrRrRNIchi&We\Rhahity Af A G& 27
of the fetugp’d

An example of thigverincreasingnon-inviolahlity beliefis reflected irarecent2020poll.
This surveyeveakdthat 9 out of 10 Belgianurses anghysicians believe it to be morally
permissible to perform infanticide amewly born infants having a serious but ndethal
neonatal conditior??

Australian lioethicists Francesca Minerva and Alberto Giubdmifurther. That isto be ableto

legallyeuthaniz perfectly healthyinfants, sincét y Sg 06 2 Ny & R2 yrfoial stusdS GKS &t
as actual persor®? According taVlinerva and @ibilini, a 2 Kl G ¢ S -0GNILItK WIoRINIINU2Z v Q
(killing a newborn) should be permissible Ihthe caseX including casewshere the newborn

Aad y2i °RAalof SRDE

% Michael Tooley, Jerry Coyne, Francesco Minerva, Alberto Giubiliei, Hager, Helga Kuhse, and others.

BWEOldzStEAYS [FAYy3I &AdzYYlI NRYFa yD A @0 ARSokdibdRdithefctetabdigedNad | Q& LINER
personismandactualisn}, human beings achieve their moral status in virtue of the degree to which they are capable of

laying value upon their lives or exhibiting certain qualities or being desirable toltBiroNIi & FIF YAt & YSYo SNER ®é W O
[FTAY3Z GLYTFIYLGXQANRSY yIR vaS LyOiSanabiofEedcal B0 (5) (el 2013): 33840.

5" peter KreeftThree Approaches to Abortion: A Thoughtful and Compassionate Guide to Today's Most Controversial Issue
(San Franciscégnatius Pres2002),33.

BpeterKreeft,d | dzYly t SNAZ2ZYK22R . S3Aya | i ht@ypb&idieicdrytpics | O0SaaSR al & p
more/personhood.htm

Y9ttt Sy w2Sdia Si Fftos al SIfAKODENBAYINRXSE A2 T Y LINGEBYStticha ( d2R SEA K @ 6 €
et Gynecologic&candinavicd00(1), (January 2021): ‘B8, accessed May 27, 2028fps://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
doi/full/10.1111/a0gs.13967

€1 f 6SNII2 DAdzOAf AYA | yoRA NINK y-PSRaNTIA 2ayAYy S NGBl 53 KipuidalebMEdical ol 6& f AGBSK
Ethics39(5), (May 2013): 2&263.

S Giubilinil YR a Ay SMNIAINI K ! oRNMIA 2y =S¢ oa0NF OGd ¢KS oNIFIOTSGUSR GlAffAyS
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RenownedAmericarethicist Peter Singeagrees As Singer contends a { Ay OS Yy SAGKSNI |y
infant nor a fish is a person, the wrongness of killing such beings is not as greatasrigaess
2F 1TAfEfAY3I I LISNER2Y DE

We are back to thenany pastived realities of the prédudeaChristiarnworld. Abortion is again
commorplace.At particularriskagainare preban baby girls andnfantswith imperfections.n
FILOGE Fye a&dzy g liyailrBlOEa hasNaxpRA4A6Nso | 0 &

ABORTION IN NORTH AMERICA TODAY

GRAVE STATISTICS

In Ganadaand the 8 nearly50% ofall pregnancies are unintend€dUp to 95%of these women
andtheir partnerswere inconsistentin using birth controbr choosing not to uspregnancy
prevention® Centers for Diseas@ontrolrecenty revealed thatunmarried women accounted for
86% ofabortions. Adolescent girls (agescl®) for 8.5% and girls under 15 for 0.2%

2peter SingerRethinking LifeandDeathb $6 , 2NJ] Y {d® al NIAyU&d t NBA&AZ MdbnOI HHAD {}
anewbornbabyisnevé |j dzA @ £ Sy G G2 (1 AffAy3a LIS NEatpglipeersingdrSnfoag v | ¢ | |

S
Br20A8G8 2F hodaldSUNROALYA |yR Déyl $02f 23440 ahttp&/predgnangy R = a! y A
info.ca/yourpregnancy/speciatonsideration/unintendeepregnancy/a S3+y bAOK2t S t 22tS FyR tfLyl [/
Unintended Outcomes dilis-a S & dzNA y 3 ! y A y (i odrRR@aR BivethiBsILyw afidFqlfgniosal University
Centre for Bioethics (June 2021), accessed August 2, RBRS;//impactethics.ca/2021/06/03/theunintendedoutcomesof-
mis-measuringunintendedpregnancies

% No birth control at 54%; inconsistent birth control at 41%. 6u® L NBf I yRY G2 K2 I NB GKS m Ay n 1YS
OK2234S8S F02NIA2YyKZé ! YyABSNEAGE 27T al aalhddbedwd.dninssmédeduly a SRAOF f  { (
news/newsarchives/2019/05/wheare-the-1-in-4-americanwomenwho-chooseabortion.
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Such mintendedpregnancies will b@appily or ambivalentlgaried to term, or will be aborted
(37% in Canadd2%in the U$.°° Adoption remains an unpopular alternativeith only 1%of
womenchoosing this pregnancy optiShMany believe that terminating a pregncy will be less
painfulemotionallythan giving their child to adoptive parents.

Surveys areften extrapolations But generally speaking, there are five pripmagasons for
choosing abortionthis according to women having had an abortion: timing (25%); finances
(23%); not wanting a child or an additional child (19%); not in a committed relationship or in a
bad relationship (8%); and feeling too young or mmtture enough (7%7.

Some 1in 4 Canadian anédmerican women wilhave one or more abortions durirger
lifetime.*®* Women having repeadbortions account for 349 Canadand 42% in the US.

BEHIND THE STATISTICS

Althoughabortion has becomeommonplace, please knathis realitydoes not negatdalifficult,
soulsearching, oftetiraumaticpressures womeanface whenstrugglingto decidewhetherto
abort or to carry Every year it€anada and the United Statéens of thousands dalistressed,
conflictedwomen and ten girls reach out tpregnarcy care centres for information and help

Many of these womerbelieve that abortion is their only option due to significant and weighty
stressas. These genuine obstaclesy include the prospect of single parenthood, an

Bg! d{d 1 62NIAZ2Y {GFGA&GAO&E I hitpd/ADNAT3.comyabartion fattsiud SbdrioB R al NOK mMp =+
statistics2 OAGAY 3 DdzidYlI OKSNI LyadAldzi ST &/ Iy IhipsNagort73.00tNTI A 2y { GF GAadA
abortion_facts/canadian_abortion_statisticgfting Canadian Institute for Health Information.

gl yAYGISYRSR t NB3Ay !l y Omvofile: CavhadsGatinbichek [Bsyitiie, acdessedyMayNIB, 2023,
https://www.guttmacher.org/regions/northerramerica/canadaU.S. statistic fromDE NBf | Yy RY 42 K2 N8B (KS m Ay

YOowd 5FHfé& YR adtd {2062f 3% a! RZThid Wafsfa43), (May-1996)F6B6Y7. / | Y I RALY {2 OAl
Agencies no longer collect national adoption data. In Canada, choosing adoption was 5% in 1981 and 2% in 1989, the last

1y26y FAIANB® hf Il YKITFYyIS a2 Keé {2 dhestantigMay28 ¢019.K224S 1 62NIAZ2Y
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/05/whymore-women-dont-chooseadoption/589759/ With abortion

clinics more accessible than in 1988sumed adoption estimates are 1%. In the United States: 9% prior to 1973, 2% by the

mid-1980s, and only 1% in 2020, the last year of CDC captured data.

BLNBflIYRE 2K2 FNB (GKS M Ay nKé {dFGAaaAa0rt SadavylridisSa INB 27Fi
FAIAZNBA FTNBY GKS /5/ YR DdzidYFOKSNI LyadAaddziSe awSLR2NISR Ly Rdz
Agency for He#th Care Administration (Florida), May 9, 20B&ps://ahca.myflorida.com/mchg/central_services/training_
support/docs/TrimesterByReason_2021.pdf

®SheilaDunnand $6 SO0 /2212 daaSRAOI f | 62 NahadiwyMedlichl AssbciatioRloofnal. SKAY R G KS
186(1), (January 2014), 13. In fact, Dunn and Cook reference abortion provider Wendy Norman who suggests that one in

three Canadian women wif LINB OdzNB G €SI ad 2yS 602NIA2yd { SSnABYRE b2NNIyZ
Contraceptior85(2), (February 2012): 18 M T | YR LNBf | yRY a2 K2 FFNB (G4KS m Ay nKé

T a0 GAAGAD FNRBY 102NITod02YS G2RANBENEY2YF  ANBE Y A WD OR w2 OFK
a® C2a40SNE GO9ELX 2NAY3I /FYFERAFY 22YSyUda adzZ GALXES ! 62NIA2Yy 9ELISH
Patient/ Sy (i SNBR2 Y $ WEBE &1 S28®)[i(JubALgish 2088} 32832. The Canadidnstitute for Health
LYF2NNXVEFGAZ2Y a02LIISR NBLRNIAYI NBLISI G HKANREZ2 & ROSNR B8R
ddzoYA&darzya TFTNRBY Y2aiz odzi y2d |t NBLRNUAY B 2K728 LIA (| ¢
Abortion clinics do not disclose repeat abortion statistics.
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interruption of education or career, financial hardship, or the lack of family suppamen
often report being pressuredhto an unwanted abortionMany women als@ome to these
pregnancycentresseekirg afterabortion care.

UNWANTED ABORTIONS

Untold numbers of women feel forcday others to haven abortion.In aCanadian tsidy with
one hundredpost-abortion participants two-thirds of these womersaid they wergressured
or coerced into having their abortioff.

Pressure often takes the form of the boyfriend or partner threatening to leave the relationship.
Being pushedby parentsinto an abortionisalso frequentlyidentified. Such vemen who are
pressured by their partnersr families are more likely to experience negative emotional
reactions to abortiorf?

Coercion is even more sevef@ne such example is parents who threatened to disavow their
daughter becase their granbaby was of a mixed race. In this case, the youoman still
chose to carry hebaby to term, even though the parents did, in fact, shun their daughter.

Another example is a husband who thteaed his wife that if she didot procure arabortion,
he would beat heuntil she miscarriedHe had donesobefore. On theveryday his wifevas
going tocommit suicidesheperchanceheard abouthe help of goregnancy care centra her
community. On that daytwo lives were savef.

TryyS O NBSY SO for awSlazya F2N AyRdzOSR | GexaxdiHospifal | y R (G KSANJ NF
Psychiatry27(1), (February 2005): 383.

ZDavidw S NR2Yy FyR ¢S&aal [2y3o62yas a9FFS00Ga 2F t NBaadaNB G2 ! 62NI
abstract,Cureusl5(1), (January 31, 2023): e344686i:10.7759/cureus.34456

3 Case examples provided by the Crisis Pregnancy Centres of Burnaby and Vancouver, British Columbia.
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POSIABORTION STRESS

After an abortion, manwomen feel relief, while others have negative emotions. Reactions

may be immediate, or the feelings may come up years later. Responses vary. They depend on
ag2YlyQa |3Ss aGFr3S 2F LINB3IylryoOes NBfAITA2dza 2N C
whether others are pressuringer into having an abortioft.

Froma 2023 study, women who experienpgessurefrom partners,family members, employs,
or healthcareLIN2 @ A rBpriedl riorenegative emotions; more disruption of lgidife, work,
or relationshipsP’2Women who experience negative etians convey thdollowing reactions:
sadness, guilt or shame, emotional numbing, depression, nightmares, thoughts-bfsealfand
alcohol or drug abusé.

For women withprolonged, unabatedhegative feelingshealthcare physiciangcommend
seekingay or professionatelp.”’

HOW SHALL WE THEN LIVE?

Pray.Spealout. Helpout.

Here aresomechallengingvordsfrom 2 dzbdnsirvativé & I &liri§ Rev.AlvedaKing
0By our effort and example may God use us, as imperfect vessels that we are, to bring an end
G2 &adzOK | yOASyl S@rta Fa AYyFIWIEAOARST [02NIA2Y >

Similarly, here arehallengingwordsfrom 2 dzpkbgéessivé 0 NI CH€i§ ShianeClaiborne
a! a wS Rhrigtighgwie Beld to be prdife from the womb to the tomb. Abortion and
euthanasia, the death penafyand war, poverty and health cageall of these are issues ofdi
and death¢®

" paragraph verbatim from Ginimi Chan, Brian Norton, Adrienne Mugwanya, MusuTKgloaLewis Abortion Parenting
Adoption: an informational guide for unexpected pregnafiRgd Deer, AB: Pregnancy Care Canada, 2020), 5, sourcing
Canadian abortion providers (references available on request).

PwSENR2Y YR [ 2y NOARIANBEET ESCI S ARADIZAEAZY D

Tt NRAOATEL [/ 2f8SYLYysS ! 02NIAZ2Y YR YSyidlt KSFf O nupdzéy GAdE GABS
British Journal of Psychiattp9(3), (September 2011): 18®; and D.M. Fergusson, J.L. Horwood, and JoBegdten,

G! 92Nl A2Y | YR Y S yHitislh JondlloffPdy&hiatips(8) 2 DEBeSbER ZDES): 4441; and Natalie Mota,

alk NBFNBG . dNYySGadz FyR WAGSYRSNI { I NBSysz 4! aa20AtdAaA2ya o6SGsSSy |
nationaf @ NXB LINB & S y GdnatianZI8urnal bf Pyithi&%(4) (April 2010): 23947.

"SarahMarshab &i £ ®= a! 62 NI A 2 BOrHealtNLihiGaveryierit of Briish Z@ugbi® Jige 16, 2021,
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/pregnancyparenting/planningyour-pregnancy/endingpregnancy/abortioremotionalrecovery

8 AlvedaKing and La Verne Tolbert, edsfe at AliCosts: An Anthology of Voices froni'ZEentury Black Prolife Leaders
(Bloomington, IndianaXlibris Publishing2012), 35. Rev. King is the daughter of A.D. King and niece of Martin Luther King, Jr.

" Capital punishment is a moot point in Canada but not so in 58fopean countries and the United States. In 2022,
some 883 executions were recorded from 20 countries (18 in the US). This total does not include China, North Korea, and

Vietham, asexecht2 y RIFGF | NB &Gl GS &ASONBlGad G9ESOdziAz2zya ! NRdzyR (KS 22N
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Individually and collectively, let @slvocate for the worth and welfarof allwho are vulnerable
all who are at riskThis means influencing public opinion and securing just legislatiosmeans
speaking outThis is our prophetic call

Individually and collectively, let upen ourhearts our wallets,our homes, andur churches
for womenexperiencing unexpected pregnanceasdfor isolated single parenti& need This
means helping oufThis is our pastoral call.

In sum who will disagree with thigarnest call to carérom Francis Schaeffer and C. Everett
Koop?da SNBf & (2 &l e XW, 2dz okl beyigréadyKdinddve ' y | 62 NI A 2
ourselvesintheproblemA & | y2 i KSNJ 61 & ¥ F o60SAy3a AyKdzYl ySodé

Let us not grow weary doing works of love.

For considerations specifit helping women experiencing unexpected pregnancies, please see
ApperRA E . I &t NB 3 ydtEgr Cobsideratidis spécifiofaishidRiag legislative abortion
restrictiorsin Canadaand the United Stateplease see Appendi¥C ¢ ¢ KS t 2 fodbEA O&a 2 F |

CONCLUSION

Fa the few of you still reading

Thoughsome peoplemaybelieve orwish otherwise, hortion is notand never haveena
Christianconviction.Since thegenesis of the &urch,the JudeeChristianbeliefhas embodied

universalhuman dignity Fromantiquitieshistorian Michael.D2 NXY' I yX &G &/ KNRAGA Ll yaes |
the poor, the weak, women, children and the unborn. Thislgeoethic discarded hate in favour

of love, war in favour of peace, oppression in favour of jusice,2 2 Ra KSR Ay Tl @2dzNJ 2 F

Maywe,l & Daidpt@dilaughters and sonsCatholic, Orthodox, anéProtestantc continue
the life-affirming legacyf the ChurchThis is to sayove them both: mother and child.

LORD, may yoliingdom come. May yowvill be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Washington, DC, accessed August 2, 2B8Bs://deathpenaltyinfo.org/policyissues/international/executionaround
the-world.

U KEYS JTEFEAOZ2NYS YR ¢2yeé /| YL Z5A TRESLéRek ChfisHaBwmkeBartRly, 2 KI G Al aSly
January 22, 2023ittps://www.redletterchristians.org/adialogueon-what-it-meansto-be-pro-life/.

81C. Everett Koop and Francis Schaefiénatever Happened to the Human Race®? ed. (Wheaton: Crossway Books,
1983), 73.

82 Gorman,Abortion and the Early Churc®0.
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APPENDIX:ACAUSE AND EFFECT

C Cause and Effect

How we ©6s eel

affects how we
treat people

Pleaseconsiderclickingon this linkg Cause and Effegfto viewa 3minute video espousinthe
dignity and worthof all persons.

Cause and Effect goject ofthe Christian Advocacy Society of Greater Vanco(Restestant)

and the Archdiocese of Vancouver (Catholic. ¥ & 2dz R2y Qi &a4SS GKS 0S| dzi @
LISNBR2Y X AdGQa Strae G2 GNBIG GKSY tA1S +y 202800 d¢
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APPENDIX:PREGNANCY CARE CENTRES

e o NN

You may not be familiar with the unique faitased ministry opregnancy care centres, at times
referred to as crisis pregnancy centres. Most pregnancy care centres in Canada are affiliated
with the national best practice associatidgihregnancy Care Canaddost centres in the United
States are affiliated with eithetare Neor Heartbeat International

These dfiliates provide a safe environment for a woman to make a pregnancy decision that is

fully informed, evidencdased and free from external pressure. The staff and volunteers

NEBALISOG + g2YFyQa NRIAKG G2 YI | Sittkngddaly 6y RSOAAA2)
accurate information on all three options: abortion, adoption, and parenting.

Additionally,mostaffiliates offer prenatainstruction, parenting classes, financial aid, material
support (maternity/baby clothes, formula, diapers, furnigys), and afteabortion care For

women unable to access a local centre in their community, online support is also available with
OnlineCaran Canada an@ptionLinen the US All ®rvices arevailablefree of charge.

8| appreciate these germane words from an affiliate of Pregnancy Care Canad&: | Of ASy G 2F 2dzNJ OSY (G NB 206
abortion, we love her. If she carries to terme love her. If she releases a child in an adoption, we love her. If she grieves

after the abortion, with zero judgment we will mourn with her. If she is in need during parenting, we will care for her. If s

struggles after the adoption, we will supporSiNIP¢ CNRBY 'y AYGiSNBASSG 6AGK GKS /2YYdzyraide 9
Crisis Pregnancy Centre of Winnigeg A Y &/ NRA & A & Growihg Togetheangekcs! MdhBoaitE €onference,

August 23, 202https://lwww.emcmessenger.ca/growintpgether/crisispregnancycentreswhat-we-standto-lose
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https://www.onlinecare.ca/
https://optionline.org/
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APPENDIX:HE POLITICS OF ABORTION

Morality, like art,means drawing éine somewheref
- G.K. Chesterton

In a pluralisticdemocracywhere shouldour electedlegislatorsdrawthe line on abortior?
What followsare possiblelegislative restrictionsall highly debatedall contertious.

At therestrictiveend of the spectrumaban onabortioncdzy t S& & (sKif® isa rBRFE v Q
Some put not all pro-life advocatesvould includepregnanciedy rapeand incesin this

category At the permissiveend of the spectrum for some not all, pro-choice advocates

abortion on demand; for any reason, for no reasounp to the momentof birth.

Within this restrictivepermissive spectrum, otheemdvocate forasetlegal limitat a particular
stage offetal development Exampleswhen theheartbeatis detected 6 weeksafter
gestation);* to the end of 15 weks;or 24 weeks® or to the end of thesecond trimester

Beyond thespectium, various higtprofile bioethicistsare advocatindegalzedinfanticide.
Taking the lifeof birthed infans is to be regarded astéourth-trimester abortior€ or an
Gafter-birth abortiond® This proposedpractice(via eyosure,starvation or euthaniziny

8 A former abortion provider informed me that after becoming a Christian he stopped performing abortions even if the

62YlLyQa tAFTS O2dZ R 0SS Fi NRAT® 2AGK LI GASYyd LISN¥Aaarzyr KS Of ;
induces labour, thupurposing to save two lives. (If a patient is uncomfortable with such a plan, he refers the patient to

another doctor.) Sometimes, the preemie babies are too young to survive. Other times, the babies thrive.

Bl fAYRE bgl RALSEZ a1 263 91 NE NI 6 § Iy | 210z || E&hIMNIhe Skpte@Ber 26)2818,. & 9 NK I ¢
https://www.healthline.com/health/pregnancy/whercanyouw-hear-babysheartbeat

®Nationd | SFfGK { SNBAOS ! yAGSR YAY3IAR2YSZ 6, 2dz | bitRs://évdvdzhe) o 0& G un
.uk/pregnancy/weelby-week/13to0-27/24-weeks
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