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PROLOGUE   
 
DISCLAIMERS 
 
For some forty years by vocation and volunteering, I have been focused on the provision of 

support services for women and children at risk. So, to pen a paper solely about the ethics of 

abortion is normally not my go-to métier.  

I am sensitive that some readers may have had an abortion or have suggested an abortion to 

others. Please do not take anything I say as judgmental. Our Lord is forgiving and he abounds in 

compassion. Further, I am sensitive to the blunt words about abortion used by our Church 

Fathers, ecclesiastical leaders, theologians, and first-wave feminists. The language is strong. 

 

Finally, my intention throughout this discourse is not to necessarily convey progressive or 

conservative values, but biblical values.1 Forgive me where I miss the mark. 

 
EASIER TO LABEL 
 
On this highly-ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŘŜōŀǘŜΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŀōŜƭ ƻƴŜΩǎ άƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘέ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ 

choose to respectfully hear and understand her or his perspective. The epithets άǇǊƻ-ƭƛŦŜέ ŀƴŘ 

άǇǊƻ-ŎƘƻƛŎŜέ όƻǊ άŀƴǘƛ-ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άǇǊƻ-ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴέύ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƳǇƭƛŦȅ ǿƘŀǘ an individual 

may actually think and feel about abortion. For example, for persons identifying as pro-life, their 

detractors (often without warrant) can misconstrue them ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ άǎƛƴƎƭŜ-ƛǎǎǳŜέ 

adherents. For persons who identify as pro-choice, this does not necessarily mean they are 

advocates for abortion on demand or for late-term abortion. 

 

Cognizant of the above, for a pro-life definition I will use this brief explanation which adequately 
captures a congruent understanding for the respect for all members of the human family.  
 

Life is a gift from God for us to respect and protect through all its stages, from 

conception to natural death. Every person is created by God, in his image, and loved    

ōȅ ƘƛƳΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΦ This belief compels Χ [us]      

to support the protection and promotion of life, to oppose practices that destroy or 

devalue human life, and to uphold the dignity of every person. 2      

                                                 
1 As followers of Jesus ς whether Catholic, Orthodox, or Protestant ς our beliefs, values, and conduct are tethered to 
Scripture. Without God, and without his communicated principles and morals, we fall into a rabbit hole of ethical relativism. 
As Jean-tŀǳƭ {ŀǊǘǊŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎƭȅ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜ ŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ a priori, since there is no infinite and perfect 
consciousness to thƛƴƪ ƛǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘΩ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ƻǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ƴƻǿ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜƴΦ 5ƻǎǘƻŜǾǎƪȅ ƻƴŎŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ ΨLŦ DƻŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŜȄƛǎǘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘΤΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘƛŀƭism, is the starting point. Everything is indeed permitted if God does not exist, and man is 
ƛƴ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊƭƻǊƴΣ ŦƻǊ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦέ ά9ȄƛǎǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƛǎƳ Lǎ ŀ 
IǳƳŀƴƛǎƳΣέ ƛƴ Jean-Paul Sartre: Basic Writings, trans. Stephen Priest (London: Routledge, 2001), 32. 
 
2 ά{ŀƴŎǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜΣέ ŀōǊƛŘƎŜŘΣ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀȅ рΣ нлноΣ https://www.evangelical 
fellowship.ca/Themes/Sanctity-of-Life. 

https://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/Themes/Sanctity-of-Life
https://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/Themes/Sanctity-of-Life
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INTRODUCTION   
 
A dear friend forwarded a blog post on the subject of abortion penned by a thoughtful, 
theologically liberal pastor. My friend asked for my opinion. I got carried away ς thus, this 
booklet, Being Human: Abortion and the Church. 
 

The blog writer was sincere and conciliatory in his provocative piece but, alas, his two major 

conclusions on abortion (quoted here below) are mistaken:3   

 

1. ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿΦέ 
 

2. ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 

 
First, people may disagree with Judeo-Christian ethics on abortion. But Christian thinking, 

historically and theologically, is unabashedly pro-life.4 Second, the άgood reasonsέ land 

decisively on not supporting abortion as a Christian conviction. 

 

What follows is an examination of the views and practices of the universal Christian Church ς 

Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant ς both epoch and present day, on the morality of abortion 

and our pastoral call for helping women experiencing unexpected pregnancies.  

 
 

ABORTION IN THE ANCIENT WORLD  
 
FROM ANTIQUITY 
 
The devaluing of children in the womb is not unique to our own generation. Abortion and 

infanticide were freely practised in pagan societies before and during the time of Christ. Pagan 

writers attest to the universality of abortion. As historiographer Michael J. Gorman documents, 

άwƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƻǊΣ ǎƭŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜΣ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘ ŀōƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ.έ5  

 

Plato and Aristotle both supported abortion on demand. Further, Plato held that any pregnant 

woman over 40 years of age must abort.6 Aristotle argued that handicapped infants should be  

                                                 
3 L ƘŀǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ōƭƻƎ ǇƻǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎΦ 
 
4 This is not to say there are not exceptions about the ethics of abortion by various theologically liberal or progressive 
individuals. In fact, there are a number of mainline Protestant denominations which are permissive about abortion, including 
the United Church of Canada, the United Church of Christ, and the Episcopal Church (USA). 
 
5 Michael J. Gorman, Abortion and the Early Church: Christian, Jewish, and Pagan Attitudes in the Greco-Roman World 
(Eugene: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 1982), 27. 
 
6 Paul B. Fowler, Abortion: Toward an Evangelical Consensus (Portland: Multnomah Press, 1987), 16. See Plato, The Republic, 
Book V, 460 b-c and 460e-461c. 
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left to die of exposure όŀ ǎƘŀǊǇ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ infirmities as 

persons of worth).7  

 

The Greeks procured abortion by means of medicinal abortifacients. The Persians terminated 

pregnancies using surgical tools inside the birth canal. The ancient Hindus and Arabs subjected 

women to vaginally inserted chemical abortifacients.8  

 

The waists of Chinese mothers were bound so tightly they would abort. In Japan, pregnant 

women straddled boiling cauldrons of parricidal mixtures. The stomachs of pregnant Polynesians 

were beaten with stones.9 In Egypt, newborns were harvested for ingredients used in the 

manufacturing of cosmetic creams.10  

 

In addition, unwanted babies in the Greco-Roman world were commonly left outside the city 

walls to die from exposure and predatory animals. IƴŦŀƴǘƛŎƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭέ that playwrights 

would make fun of the practice in comedies.11 Female gendercide was the most frequent. Girls 

were discarded alive in garbage dumps.12 Sewers would clog with female newborns.13 In 

referring to daughters, a common adjective ǿŀǎ άƻŘƛƻusέ.14 

 
Papyrus Oxyrhynchus 120 contains a letter from a husband, Hilarion, to his pregnant wife, Alis: 
 

Know that I am still in Alexandria. And do not worry if they all come back and I remain in 

Alexandria. I ask and beg you to take good care of our baby son, and as soon as I receive 

payment I shall send it up to you. If you are delivered of a child [before I get home], if it 

is a boy keep it, if a girl discard it.15  

 
Needless to say, the ancient Greeks and Romans were not alone in their inhumanity to those 

ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜŀƪΣ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΣ ƻǊ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǿƻǊǘƘƭŜǎǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ !ǎƛŀƴ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ like the 

European ones, were largely devoid of the values we hold precious. They had human sacrifice, 

                                                 
7 Fowler, Abortion, 16. See Aristotle, Historia Animalium 7.3; and Aristotle, Politics 7.1.1, 7.14.10. 
 
8 DŜƻǊƎŜ 5ŜǾŜǊŜǳȄΣ ά! ¢ȅǇƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ орл tǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜΣ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ tǊŜ-LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎΣέ ƛƴ IŀǊƻƭŘ wƻǎŜƴΣ 
ed., Abortion in America (Boston: Beacon Press, 1967), quoted in George Grant, Grand Illusions: The Legacy of Planned 
Parenthood, 2nd ed., (Franklin: Adroit Press, 1992), 209. See also Gorman, Abortion and the Early Church, 15-18. 
 
9 George Grant, Third Time Around: A History of the Pro-Life Movement from the First Century to the Present (Brentwood, TN: 
Wolgemuth and Hyatt, 1991), 12. 
 
10 Grant, Illusions, 209. Grant cites for further reading, Augustus Ambrose, The Women of Gilead: The Abuse of Women and 
Children in History (New York: Uptown Bookseller, 1957). 
 
11 Ken Spiro, World Perfect: The Jewish Impact on Civilization (Deerfield Beach: Simcha Press, 2002), 18. 
 
12 Mike Aquilina, The Witness of Early Christian Women: Mothers of the Church (Huntington: Our Sunday Visitor Publishing, 
2014), 15. 
 
13 Rodney Stark, Rodney Stark, The Rise of Christianity (New York: HarperOne, 1996ύΣ ммуΣ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ ²ƻƻŘΣ άEarly 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ 9ȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΣ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇέ όŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ tŀŎƛŬŎ [ƛŦŜ .ƛōƭŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ {ǳǊǊŜȅΣ ./Σ нлннύΣ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜ нΦ 
 
14 Aquilina, Early Christian Women, 15. 
 
15 Spiro, Jewish Impact, 16. 
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ƛƴŦŀƴǘƛŎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǎǘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣέ chronicles antiquities historian, Rabbi Ken SpiroΦ ά¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ 

beautiful philosophies, but we must make a distinction between cultural and technological 

ǎƻǇƘƛǎǘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ16
 

 
/w!C¢95 Lb Dh5Ω{ La!D9 
 
In contrast, our Judeo-Christian God affirms the sanctity of human life. Foundational to this view 

of humankind is the imago Dei. Genesis Chapter One lays down a worldview upon which the rest 

of the Law and the Scriptures are based:  

 

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)  

 

 
 

 

From all Biblical accounts, human life is sacred ς sui generis, unique. All human life has     

intrinsic value, not because of developmental milestones or a societal validation of worth, but 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ17 Jesus has entrusted to his people the responsibility to 

advocate, prophetically and pastorally, on behalf of all among us who are devalued ς those 

impoverished, afflicted, oppressed, displaced, widowed, or orphaned ς whoever may be cast 

as the least of these. 

 

From this Matthew 25 passage, two important traditions would develop in the universal Church. 

In the Protestant tradition, followers of Jesus Christ are an extension of his compassionate care 

                                                 
16 Spiro, Jewish Impact, 72. 
 
17 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ ŜǘƘƛŎƛǎǘ WƻƘƴ .ǊŜŎƪΣ άtŜǊǎƻƴƘƻƻŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōȅ physiological development, 
medical analysis, or social convention. Know that the Lord himself is God; It is he who has made us, and not we ourselvesΦέ 
John Breck, The Sacred Gift of Life: Orthodox Christianity and Bioethics ό/ǊŜǎǘǿƻƻŘΣ b¸Υ {ǘΦ ±ƭŀŘƛƳƛǊΩǎ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ tǊŜǎǎΣ мффуύΣ 
149. To read more on the imago Dei, see 9Řǿƛƴ IǳƛΣ άtŜǊǎƻƴƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ .ƛƻŜǘƘƛŎǎΣέ ŀƴŘ .ǊǳŎŜ ²ŀƭǘƪŜΣ ά[ƻǾŜΣ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
!ƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣέ ƛƴ Questions of Right and Wrong: The Proceedings of the 1993 Clinical Bioethics 
Conference, ed. Edwin C. Hui (Vancouver: Regent College, 1994), 1-15, 75-91. 

Michelangelo, Sistine Chapel Ceiling (AD 1511), Rome, CC0. 
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for those in need or devalued. In the Catholic and Orthodox tradition, by serving the afflicted  

we are, in fact, ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άƘƛŘŘŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎtέΦ 

 

As we will observe, the grace of the Gospel, and the conduct of the Church, would elevate the 

worth and dignity of women, and would curb widespread abortion and infanticide throughout 

much of the Western world.     
 

 

CHURCH OPPOSITION TO ABORTION  
 
FLEDGLING CHURCH 

I will now cover two millenniums of church history.  

As we have seen, abortion in antiquity ς with the exception of the Jews ς was frequent and 

widespread.18 It would not be until the birth of the Church that there was to be substantial 

opposition to abortion, infanticide, and abandonment. ¢ƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ   

a higher view of human life.  

Women and children were perceived as subhuman in the prevailing Greco-Roman world. 

Radically, Jesus and his apostles affirmed the humanity and dignity of everyone ς irrespective   

of gender, age, economic status, social position, or ethnicity.  

Christian converts were disproportionally women. Women welcomed the Christian ban of 

abortion, infanticide, and gender selection.19 Women welcomed the Christian prohibition of 

incest, marital infidelity, and polygamy. Pagan men prized female chastity. For Christians, 

premarital chastity was to be mutual for both men and women.20 

Females were given higher status in the fledgling, egalitarian Christian community than in the 

surrounding pagan world. Christianity would scandalize Roman family values. Women and 

children were treated as persons. Pagan philosopher Celsus would bemoan the new lived reality 

ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƳŜƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ άǎƭŀǾŜǎΣ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ little children, and fooƭǎΦέ21  

                                                 
18 άώ!ϐōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜΣ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ώŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎϐΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ-ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ DƻǊƳŀƴΣ 
Abortion and the Early Church, 33. /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ wŀōōƛ YŜƴ {ǇƛǊƻΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ World Perfect: The Jewish Impact on Civilization. 
 
19 5ŀǾƛŘ ²ƻƻŘΣ ά9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 9ȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΣ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΣέ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜ нΦ  ²ƻƻŘ ŎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ wƻŘƴŜȅ {ǘŀǊƪΣ The Rise of 
Christianity, chpt 5; Larry Hurtado, Destroyer of the gods (Waco: Baylor University Press, 2016); Alan Kreider, The Patient 
Ferment of the Early Church όDǊŀƴŘ wŀǇƛŘǎΥ .ŀƪŜǊ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎΣ нлмсύΣ ŎƘǇǘ рΤ {ŀǊŀƘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ άIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ Lέ (course, 
Regent College, Vancouver, BC, 2017), Lecture 3. 
 
20 Hurtado, Destroyer of the gods, 157, 166-167. 
 
21 Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson, eds., The Ante-Nicene Fathers: Translations of the Writings of the Fathers Down  
to AD 325 όbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ŎǊƛōƴŜǊΩǎ {ƻƴǎΣ мфлоύΣ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ aƛƪŜ !ǉǳƛƭƛƴŀΣ The Witness of Early Christian Women: Mothers 
of the Church (Huntington: Our Sunday Visitor Publishing, 2014), 22. 
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In Corinth, Christians provided residential care for prostitutes experiencing crisis pregnancies.   

In Rome, Christians would rescue babies left to die of exposure and bring them home to raise as 

their own.22  

 

Patristics scholar Mike Aquilina ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΣ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜǊǎ 

than Christians, a girl ς for that matter, a boy ς rescued from the rubbish heap was most likely to 

ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ōǊƻǘƘŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ23 

 

PRESERVED DOCUMENTS 
 
In stark contrast to all the prevailing cultures, first and second century documents show that 

abortion was never acceptable in the Church. 

The Didache ς anonym, The Teachings of the Twelve Apostles ς was a codification of the oral 

tradition of the Apostles read universally among the early churches, which included: ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ 

not procure an abortion, nor destroy a newborn ŎƘƛƭŘΦέ24  

From theologian, Clement of Alexandria, in the Paedagogus (c. AD 96) on abortifacients: άCƻǊ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ Χ taking stimulating drugs to bring on an abortion wholly lose their own humanity along 

with the fetus.έ25 

From the Letter of Barnabas (c. AD 70): ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǎƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ōȅ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ 

ƪƛƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘΦέ26  

                                                 
22 Grant, Illusions, 214. 
 
23 Aquilina, Early Christian Women, 16. 
 
24 The Didache, 2, 1-2; cf. II Thessalonians 2:15. 
 
25 Clement of Alexandria, Paedagogus, Book III. 
 
26 Letter of Barnabas 19.5; preserved in the 4th century Codex Sinaiticus. 

   Gender parity at the offering table. Third-   
   century fresco, Callistus Catacomb, Rome.  
   Wilpert, Malereien, pl. 41.1. 

       Woman raising the Cup. Marcellino and   
       Pietro Catacomb, Rome, c. late AD 200s.   
       Wilpert, Malereien, pl. 157.2. 
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The early apologetic Letter of Mathetes to Diognetus (c. AD 130) contrasting the life of Christians 

with that of non-Christians: άThey marry, as do all others; they beget children, but they do not 

destroy their offspring.έ27  

 

From Tertullian, the acknowledged founder of Western theology, in the Apology (AD 197): ά¢ƻ 

hinder a birth is merely a speedier way to kill a human. It does not matter if you take away a life 

ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǊƴΣ ƻǊ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ōƻǊƴΦέ28  

 

THE INCARNATION 
 

Our redemptive Christian faith began in the womb. άBut the angel said to her, ΨDo not be afraid, 

Mary; you have found favour with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to 

call him JesusΩέ ό[ǳƪŜ мΥол-31). The early Church understood that Jesus did not become a human 

on the day of his birth, but nine months earlier at the Incarnation, at the Conceptio Christ.29  

 

 

Further from Scripture, the Visitation also bears witness to the humanity of the fetus. 
 

²ƘŜƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ƘŜŀǊŘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ƭŜŀǇŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǿƻƳōΣ ŀƴŘ 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: 
ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŀǊΗ 
But why am I so favoured, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in 
Ƴȅ ǿƻƳō ƭŜŀǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƧƻȅΦέ (Luke 1:41-44) 

                                                 
27 Letter of Mathetes to DiognetusΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ рΥ ά¢ƘŜ aŀƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΦέ 
 
28 Tertullian, Apology, 9.8. 
 
29 Frederica Mathewes-DǊŜŜƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƻ-[ƛŦŜ /ŀǳǎŜΣ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄȅΣ ŀƴŘ IƻǇŜΣέ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ CŀƛǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мнΣ нлмнΣ 
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/blogs/. Consider reading De Anima by Tertullian, followed by the Evangelium Vitae by       
John Paul II. 

Ghirlandaio, The Visitation (AD 1491), tempera on panel. Louvre Museum, Paris, CC0. 

ñ 

ò 
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THE CANONS 
 
Not only was the early Church and the earliest theologians united against abortion, but so were 

the other Church Fathers and apologists throughout the generations: Athenagoras, Hippolytus, 

Felix, Origen, Cyprian, Gregory, Basil, Ambrose, Jerome, Chrysostom, Augustine, Photius, and 

others.30 On the moral issue of abortion there was never a dissenting opinion by a Church Father 

or in patristic tradition.31  
 

Later, the canonical prohibition of abortion would be pronounced by the Synod of Elvira (c. AD 

303), followed by the Synod of Ancyra (AD 314), and followed by the Quinisext Ecumenical 

Council (AD 691). The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople would catalogue the Christian 

teachings on abortion into the Photian Collection, and these canons were subsequently ratified 

by the Church (AD 883).32 

 

Following Constantine and the άChristianizatioƴέ of the Roman Empire, laws prohibiting 

abortion were established. Abortion was denounced throughout the Byzantine millennium  

(AD 330 to 1453). Moral opposition to abortion continued following the East-West Schism, the 

Reformation (including Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, and John Calvin),33 and beyond. 

 

                                                 
30 Athenagoras (c. AD 133ς190), A Plea Regarding Christians, chap. 35. Hippolytus (c. AD 170ς235), Refutation of All Heresies, 
Book 9, chap. 7. Minucius Felix (n.d. ς c. AD 250), Octavius, chap. 30. Origen (c. AD 185ς253), Contra Celsum, 3.61-62. 
Cyprian (c. AD 210ς258), Novatus, Epistle 48, chap. 2. Basil (c. AD 330ς379), Canonica Prima, 188.2. Gregory (AD 335ς394), 
άhƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣέ The Sacred Writings of Gregory of Nyssa. Ambrose (c. AD 339ς397), Hexameron, chap. 
18. Chrysostom, Homilies on Romans, 24, 3.4.1. Jerome (c. AD 347ς420), Letter to Eustochium, XXII, point 13. Augustine (AD 
354ς430), On Marriage and Concupiscence (Book I), chap. 17. Photius (c. AD 810ς893), Photian Collection (Christian 
teachings on abortion catalogued). 
 
31 !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΣ ά!ƴ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ ²ƻǊŘ ƻƴ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴέ όtŀǇŜǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣ 
Princeton, 1992), 8-фΦ {ŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ά!ƴ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣέ Brief Amicus Curiae of the Holy 
Orthodox Church, No. 88-605, submitted to the Supreme Court of the United States, February 21, 1989, accessed July 5, 
2023, http://orthodoxkansas.org/Orthodox_Amicus_Curiae_brief.html. 
 
32 Holy Orthodox Church, Brief Amicus Curiae; Breck, Orthodox Christianity and Bioethics, 152; and Matushka Valerie H. 
tǊƻǘƻǇŀǇŀǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣέ tŜƳǇǘƻǳǎƛŀ όǿŜōǎƛǘŜύΣ {ǘΦ aŀȄƛƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нлΣ нлмсΣ 
https://pemptousia.com/2016/04/the-position-of-the-church-on-abortion-2/. 
 
33 Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225ς1274), Summa Theologica. Martin Luther (1483ς1546), What Luther Says: An Anthology, comp. 
Ewald M. Plass, vol. 2, no. 2826, (St. Louis: Concordia, 1959), 905. John Calvin (1509ς1564), Commentaries on the Four Last 
Books of Moses (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1950), 41-42.  
 

My apologies for this extensive footnote but it is ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀ ƳƛǎŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ǉǳƛƴŀǎΩ ǾƛŜǿ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ŘŜƭŀȅŜŘ ƘƻƳƛƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΦ άSumma Theologica offers no defense of abortion as a permissible act at 
any stage in the pregnancy, but it does specify that once the fetus has become animated (when he believed ensoulment of 
the living human being took place), it is homicide to kill it. This measure of ensoulment or delayed hominization (the belief 
that the embryo or fetus was not a human life with a soul until a particular event after conception) is typically equated with 
the stage at which quickening took place ς defined by Aristotle as forty days for boys and eighty days after conception for 
ƎƛǊƭǎΦέ Embryo Project EncyclopediaΣ ǎΦǾΦ ά{ǘΦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ !ǉǳƛƴŀǎ όŎΦ мннрςмнтпύΣέ ōȅ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ .ǊƛƴŘΩ!ƳƻǳǊΣ published 
November 11, 2007, accessed May 13, 2023, https://embryo.asu.edu/pages/st-thomas-aquinas-c-1225-1274. άLƴ ǘƘŜ моǘƘ 
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ {ǘΦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ !ǉǳƛƴŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊƛǎǘƻǘƭŜΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎƻǳƭ ƛǎ 
not present in the first few weeks of pregnancy. But he also rejected abortion as gravely wrong at every stage, observing  
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƴ ΨŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩ ǘƻ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜΦέ άwŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ¦ƴōƻǊƴ IǳƳŀƴ [ƛŦŜΥ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘϥǎ /ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ 
¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣέ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ ммΣ нлноΣ https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-
action/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/respect-for-unborn-human-life. 
 

http://orthodoxkansas.org/Orthodox_Amicus_Curiae_brief.html
https://pemptousia.com/2016/04/the-position-of-the-church-on-abortion-2/
https://embryo.asu.edu/pages/st-thomas-aquinas-c-1225-1274
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/respect-for-unborn-human-life
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/respect-for-unborn-human-life
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RECENT PAST 
 
During the twentieth century, prominent ecclesiastical leaders continued to publicly affirm the 

intrinsic value of preborn children at all gestational stages. This included Protestant theologians 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Karl Barth, and Helmut Thielicke.34  

 

This includes all Orthodox patriarchs. Codified in its official Ecclesiastical Law Book, the Eastern 

Orthodox Church from its inception has not, and will not, alter its moral position on abortion.35 

 

This also includes all Catholic popes. Promulgated in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

preborn children have a God-ordained inviolable right to life: άSince the first century the Church 

has affirmed the moral evil of every procured abortion. This teaching has not changed and 

remains unchangeable (n 2271).έ36   
 
 

THE CHANGE OF TIDE  
 
FEMINISM   
 
Feminist foremothers were pro-ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜƎŀƭƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǳŦŦǊŀƎŜΣ 

proprietorship, for legal guardianship of children, temperance, labour reforms, advocated 

pacifism, and were resolutely anti-abortion and anti-eugenics. 

 

FŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ {ŜǊǊƛƴ aΦ CƻǎǘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ 
abortion, and ς like Susan B. Anthony ς sought to address the root causes that drive women to  
ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΦέ37 The first-wave feminist leadership frequently referred to abortion as άŀnte-natal 
murderέ ŀƴŘ άŀƴǘŜ-natal infanticideΦέ38                   

                                                 
34 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Ethics, trans. N.H. Smith (New York: Macmillan, 1955), chap. 3; Karl Barth, άwŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
bŀǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜΣέ Church Dogmatics, trans. G.W. Bromiley and T.E. Torrance, vol. 3 (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1961), pt. 4;   
ŀƴŘ IŜƭƳǳǘ ¢ƘƛŜƭƛŎƪŜΣ άLƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΥ ¢ƘŜ tǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ !ǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣέ The Ethics of Sex (New York: Harper 
and Row, 1964), chap. B, 226-247.  
 

Some students of Barth have wondered if he allowed for a possibility of abortion in a rare circumstance (beyond saving the 
ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊύΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǿ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜǎ .ŀǊǘƘΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ άŀƴǘƛ-ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣέ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ 
necessarily defƛƴƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ άǇǊƻ-ƭƛŦŜΦέ {ŜŜ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²Φ aŎ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ άwŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜŘ aƛŘŘƭŜ DǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ 
!ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣέ Michigan Law Review 92(6), (1994): 1905, https://repository.law.umich.edu/mlr/vol92/iss6/36/. McConnell is 
discussing Elizabeth Mensch and Alan Freeman, The Politics of Virtue: Is Abortion Debatable? (Durham: Duke University 
Press, 1993), who are discussing Barth, Bonhoeffer, and others. This is too nuanced for an adequate deliberation here. But 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΥ CƛǊǎǘΣ .ŀǊǘƘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άƳƻƴǎǘǊƻǳǎέ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ όDogmatics, 415-417). Second, there is 
άŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƳŜǊŎȅέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴǘΥ άώLŦϐΧŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛǊǊŜŦǳǘŀōƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƛƴΣ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƛt cannot possibly 
ōŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƴέ όDogmatics, 419). Amen. Amen. 
 
35 John Kowalczyk, An Orthodox View of Abortion (Minneapolis: Gopher State Litho, 1977), 15. 
 
36 Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Catechism of the Catholic Church (Washington, DC: United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, 2008). 
 
37 {ŜǊǊƛƴ aΦ CƻǎǘŜǊΣ άCŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ CƻǊŜƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΣέ CŜƳƛƴƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀȅ мрΣ нлноΣ https://www.feministsfor 
life.org/herstory. 
 

https://repository.law.umich.edu/mlr/vol92/iss6/36/
https://www.feministsforlife.org/herstory/
https://www.feministsforlife.org/herstory/
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Alice Paul were three of the foremost early 
feminists, suffragists, equal rights activists, and pro-life advocates of the twentieth century 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ Anthony and Stanton would voice their opposition to abortion and 
infanticide in their feminist newspaper publication, The Revolution.39 
 

 

 

 

Alice Paul tirelessly organized marches, led hunger strikes, was beaten multiple times, and 

arrested repeatedly during her non-violent campaigns for equality for women. In 1920, Paul 

would become the author of the original US Equal Rights 19th Amendment. In 1954, she was 

instrumental in establishing a permanent United Nations Commission on the Status of Women. 

On the worth and dignity of preborn children: άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ women by killing 

them as babies,έ Paul would adamantly declare. άAbortion is the ultimate in the exploitation     

ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΦέ40  

 

Beginning in the early 1960s, the second-wave feminist movement fought against systemic 

patriarchy and advanced policies for societal/political equality, ending violence against women, 

legalized birth control and, in contrast to their Christian feminist peers, uncompromisingly  

                                                                                                                                                 
38 Mary K. Derr, Rachel MacNair, and Linda Naranjo-Huebl, Prolife Feminism: Yesterday and Today (Kansas City: Feminism 
and bƻƴǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ нллрύΣ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ŀǘ /ƭŀǊƪΣ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳǘƘ !ōƻǳǘ {ǳǎŀƴ .Φ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΣέ CŜƳƛƴƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ ƻŦ 
America, accessed May 15, 2023, https://www.feministsforlife.org/the-truth-about-susan-b-anthony/. 
 
39 {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ {ŎƘƴƛǘǘƳŀƴΣ ά9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ /ŀŘȅ {ǘŀƴǘƻƴΥ CŜƳƛƴƛǎǘΣ ²ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ {ŜǾŜƴΣέ CŜƳƛƴƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ 
accessed May 11, 2023, https://www.feministsforlife.org/elizabeth-cady-stanton-feminist-wife-and-mother-of-seven/. 
 
40 {ŜǊǊƛƴ aΦ CƻǎǘŜǊΣ ά²ƻƳŜƴ 5ŜǎŜǊǾŜ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ¢Ƙŀƴ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΥ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ 9ȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΣέ National Review, January 
19, 2018, https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/01/womens-march-pro-life-feminists/. 
 

   Alice Paul (sitting, ctr-left) with other feminist activists sewing stars on a suffragist flag.  
   Library of Congress, CC0. 

https://www.feministsforlife.org/the-truth-about-susan-b-anthony/
https://www.feministsforlife.org/elizabeth-cady-stanton-feminist-wife-and-mother-of-seven/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/01/womens-march-pro-life-feminists/
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pivoted to advocating for legal abortion access.41 Today, there remains a deep ethical divide  

between Christian feminists, who are fundamentally pro-life, and agnostic or atheistic feminists 

who are fundamentally pro-choice. 

 

A crucial question: can one authentically be feminist and pro-life? Christian feminists say, yes. 

Regarding the wider population, in a Canadian poll, 57% of the female respondents said, yes.42 

However, as author Andrea Mrozek remarksΣ ά¢ƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-wave 

can embrace the first wave ς their own history. When they do, the feminist world will get a lot 

ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻǘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊΦέ43     
 

PRO-WOMEN 
 
As we have seen, the philia and agape action of the Church essentially curbed abortion and 

infanticide up to our own era, more or less to the early 1960s. During the late twentieth century, 

a humanistic worldview and situational ethics eroded the Judeo-Christian base for moral 

absolutes. Out went the sacredness (the intrinsic value) of human life. Today, preborn infants, 

babies born with infirmities, people frail and aged, are again seen as expendable and disposable. 

 

Grievously, the devaluation of females is also a recurring reality with our postmodern world.  

Mother Teresa taught that abortion undeniably is anti-female: ά¢ƘǊŜŜ-quarters of its victims are 

ǿƻƳŜƴΥ IŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀōƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ44 The Nobel Peace Prize recipient famously 

explained, 

 

The so-called right to abortion has pitted mothers against their children and women 

against men. It has sown violence and discord at the heart of the most intimate human 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƎƎǊŀǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭy  

 

                                                 
41 The second-wave feminist fight for abortion had a checkered evolution. Friends and foes of Planned Parenthood founder, 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ {ŀƴƎŜǊΣ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ /9h ƻŦ tƭŀƴƴŜŘ tŀǊŜƴǘƘƻƻŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άaŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ 
Sanger harmed a generaǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΦέ CǊƻƳ !ƭŜȄƛǎ aŎDƛƭƭ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ άLΩƳ ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ tƭŀƴƴŜŘ tŀǊŜƴǘƘƻƻŘΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ 
5ƻƴŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ 9ȄŎǳǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ hǳǊ CƻǳƴŘŜǊΥ ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜŎƪƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ {ŀƴƎŜǊΩǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŀŎƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŜǳƎŜƴƛŎǎΣέ New York Times, April 17, 2021, https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/17/opinion/planned-parenthood-
margaret-sanger.html. See {ŜǊǊƛƴ aΦ CƻǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƳƛŀƴ WΦ DŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΣ ά9ǊŀǎƛƴƎ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ {ŀƴƎŜǊ from Planned Parenthood 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜǳƎŜƴƛŎ ƭƻƎƛŎΣέ America: The Jesuit Review, July 22, 2020, https://w ww.americamagazine.org/ 
politics-society/2020/07/22/margaret-sanger-feminism-planned-parenthood-abortion-eugenics. Margaret Sanger aside,    
ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ŦŜƳƛƴƛǎǘǎΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ CŜƳƛƴƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜΣ άCŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ CƻǊŜƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΣέ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀȅ мрΣ 2023, 
http://www.feministsforlife.org/herstory/. For an overview of the feminist movement in Canada, visit Canadian 
Encyclopedia, ά9ŀǊƭȅ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΥ муст-мфслΣέ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мрΣ нлмсΣ https://www.thecanadianen 
cyclopedia.ca/en/article/early-womens-movements-in-canada and ά²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΥ мфсл-урΣέ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
September 12, 2016, https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/womens-movements-in-canada-196085. 
 
42 !ƴŘǊŜŀ aǊƻȊŜƪΣ ά/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ²ƻƳŜƴΣέ Cardus, last modified March 8, 2017, https://www.cardus.ca/news/news-
releases/celebrating-women/. 
 
43 Andrea aǊƻȊŜƪΣ ά²ƻƳŜƴϥǎ IŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎΣ ²ƻƳŜƴϥǎ IŜŀƭǘƘΥ ¢ƘŜ CŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ CƛƎƘǘ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣέ Cardus, last modified 
March 4, 2019, https://www.cardus.ca/research/family/research-report/womens-happiness-womens-health/. 
 
44 /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΣ άtǊƻ-[ƛŦŜ vǳƻǘŜǎΣέ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нΣ нлноΣ https://www.stpaulstmichael 
.com/copy-of-prayers-reflections.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/17/opinion/planned-parenthood-margaret-sanger.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/17/opinion/planned-parenthood-margaret-sanger.html
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/07/22/margaret-sanger-feminism-planned-parenthood-abortion-eugenics
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/07/22/margaret-sanger-feminism-planned-parenthood-abortion-eugenics
http://www.feministsforlife.org/herstory/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/early-womens-movements-in-canada
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/early-womens-movements-in-canada
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/womens-movements-in-canada-196085
https://www.cardus.ca/news/news-releases/celebrating-women/
https://www.cardus.ca/news/news-releases/celebrating-women/
https://www.cardus.ca/research/family/research-report/womens-happiness-womens-health/
https://www.stpaulstmichael.com/copy-of-prayers-reflections
https://www.stpaulstmichael.com/copy-of-prayers-reflections
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fatherless society. It has portrayed the greatest of gifts ς a child ς as a competitor, an  

intrusion, and an inconvenience.45    

 

The diminishing and erasing of girls is unabated. As in the pre-Judeo-Christian world, female 

fetuses are particularly targeted. Today, there are between 80 million to 100 mƛƭƭƛƻƴ άƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 

ƎƛǊƭǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜȄ-selective abortion and infanticide. All discarded for simply being female.46 In 

Canada, abortion-induced gendercide is permitted and takes place.47 

 

God bless our contemporary, countercultural, pro-women, pro-life advocates. Such undaunted, 
multifarious women, along with so many others, include Dr. Margaret Cottle, Obianuju Ekeocha, 
Faytene Grasseschi, Dr. Margaret Hartshorn, Patricia Heaton, Abby Johnson, Rev. Alveda King,    
Dr. Laura Lewis, Rev. Wendy Lowe, Patricia Maloney, Frederica Mathewes-Green, Andrea   
Mrozek, Monica Roddis, Lila Rose, Joni Eareckson Tada, and Patricia Wiedemer.48 

 
IMPERFECTIONS 
 

Termination of pregnancy for fetal abnormality (TOPFA) is legal in 113 countries.49 Canada, the  

most permissive Western nation for TOPFA, permits such abortion for any serious and non-

serious reason. Or for no reason. In contrast to Canada, many countries permit TOPFA only in 

instances where a life-threatening fetal abnormality will mean that the baby cannot be viable 

outside the womb.  

 

In the United Kingdom, TOPFA can also be permissible where άthe child, if born, would suffer 

physical or mental abnormalities that would result in serious handicap.έ50 The seriousness of a 

handicap is considered on a case-by-case basis. However, with no legal definitions ŦƻǊ άnon-  

                                                 
45 aƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀΣ άaƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀΩǎ мффп aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻƴ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣέ Public Discourse: The Journal of the 
Witherspoon Institute, September 5, 2016, https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2016/09/17771/. 
 
46 ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŜ IŜǎƪŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ ½Ƙǳ ²Ŝƛ ·ƛƴƎΣ ά!ōƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǎŜȄ Ǌŀǘƛƻǎ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ /ŀǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΣέ Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences 103(36), (September 5, 2006): 13271-13275, https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0602203103.  
{ŜŜ CŜƴƎǉƛƴƎ /Ƙŀƻ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ ά{ȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜȄ Ǌŀǘƛƻ ŀǘ ōƛǊǘƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
imbalances and regional reference levelsΣέ Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 116(19), (April 2019): 9303-9311, 
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1812593116. 
 
47 aŀǊŎŜƭƻ ¦Ǌǉǳƛŀ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ ά{ŜȄ wŀǘƛƻǎ ŀǎ .ƛǊǘƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ LƴŘǳŎŜŘ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣέ Canadian Medical Association Journal 188(9), (June 
2016): e181-e190. 
 
48 I would be remiss in not recognizing other remarkable pro-women, pro-life advocates: Merle Baker, Ginimi Chan, Dr. Sherry 
Chan, Norma Cody, Stephanie Gray Connors, Angie Côté, Lorna Dueck, Dr. Lynn DuMerton, Serrin M. Foster, Christine Mackay, 
Joyce McCauley-Benner, Beth Moore, Camille Pauley, Dr. Nancy Pearcey, Kim Phúc, Rebecca Peters, Valerie Protopapas, 
Barbara Schmidt, Michele Smillie, Faye Sonier, Natalie Sonnen, Anna Marie White, Doreen Yung, and others. 
 
49 {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ IŜŀƴŜȅΣ aŀǊƪ ¢ƻƳƭƛƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ #ƛƴŜ !ǾŜƴǘƛƴΣ ά¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ŦŜǘŀƭ ŀƴƻƳŀƭȅΥ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ     
of the healthcare experiences and neŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣέ BMC Pregnancy Childbirth 22, 441 (2022), https://bmcpregnancy  
childbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-022-04770-4. 
 
50 Catherine Peckham et al., Termination of Pregnancy for Fetal Abnormality in England, Scotland and Wales: Report of a 
Working Party, Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, May 2010, viii, https://www.rcog.org.uk/media/21lfvl0e/ 
terminationpregnancyreport18may2010.pdf. 
 

https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2016/09/17771/
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0602203103
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1812593116
https://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-022-04770-4
https://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-022-04770-4
https://www.rcog.org.uk/media/21lfvl0e/terminationpregnancyreport18may2010.pdf
https://www.rcog.org.uk/media/21lfvl0e/terminationpregnancyreport18may2010.pdf


Being Human: Abortion and the Church 

 

13 | P a g e 

sŜǊƛƻǳǎέ neonatal conditions in the United Kingdom Abortion Act, slippery slope abuses occur, 

including babies even having a cleft lip.51 
 

 

 

 
Today, the most devalued babies (in addition to females) are those with Down syndrome, or 

Trisomy 21. Fetuses known or suspected to have Down syndrome are routinely terminated. In 

some Canadian provinces, nearly 85% of preborn children having Down syndrome are aborted. 

In the United Kingdom, almost 90%. Denmark, 98%. Iceland, virtually 100%.52 As actress Patricia 

Heaton, Honorary Chair of Feminists for Life, ŘŜǇƭƻǊŜǎΣ άLŎŜƭŀƴŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ 5ƻǿƴ 

ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘΦέ53  

 
INFANTS ARE NOT PERSONS 
 

Thousands of medical ethicists and bioethicists, as they are called, professionally  
guide the unthinkable on its passage through the debatable on the way to  
becoming the justifiable until it is finally established as unexceptionable.54

  

 
 

                                                 
51 ¢ƘŜ wƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ [ƛŦŜ /ƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘΣ άфп҈ ƻŦ .ŜƭƎƛŀƴ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ΨŀŦǘŜǊ-ōƛǊǘƘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΩ ŦƻǊ ōŀōƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣέ Right to Life News, United Kingdom, August 10, 2020, https://righttolife.org.uk/news/94-of-belgian-doctors-
surveyed-support-after-birth-abortion-for-babies-with-disabilities. 
 
52 Greg AngelΣ ά/ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ 5ƻǿƴ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣέ CBS News, August 16, 2017. 
 
53 tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ IŜŀǘƻƴΣ άtŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ IŜŀǘƻƴΥ ΨLŎŜƭŀƴŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ 5ƻǿƴ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜ ς ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘΣΩέ 
America: The Jesuit Review, December 4, 2017, https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2017/12/04/patricia-
heaton-iceland-isnt-eliminating-down-syndrome-they-are-just. 
 
54 wƛŎƘŀǊŘ WƻƘƴ bŜǳƘŀǳǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ wŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ 9ǳƎŜƴƛŎǎΣέ Commentary, April 1988, https://www.commentary.org/articles/richard-
neuhaus/the-return-of-eugenics/.  
 

ñ 
ò 

https://righttolife.org.uk/news/94-of-belgian-doctors-surveyed-support-after-birth-abortion-for-babies-with-disabilities
https://righttolife.org.uk/news/94-of-belgian-doctors-surveyed-support-after-birth-abortion-for-babies-with-disabilities
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2017/12/04/patricia-heaton-iceland-isnt-eliminating-down-syndrome-they-are-just
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2017/12/04/patricia-heaton-iceland-isnt-eliminating-down-syndrome-they-are-just
https://www.commentary.org/articles/richard-neuhaus/the-return-of-eugenics/
https://www.commentary.org/articles/richard-neuhaus/the-return-of-eugenics/
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Some years ago, I had the opportunity to meet with human rights speaker, Melissa Ohden. 

Melissa had been born alive during a failed saline abortion and left for dead among discarded 

medical waste at a hospital in Ohio. She was later rescued by a nurse who heard her whimpers.  

 

According to many prominent atheists, all babies, even after their birth, have άno moral rightέ to 

life.55 These physicians and άethicistsέ are arguing for the legalization of infanticide for newborns 

with a disability, morbidity, or having survived an intended abortion.56  This proposed practice ς 

by means of exposure, starvation, or euthanizing ς is termed aƴ άŀŦǘŜǊ-birth abortionέ or άŦƻǳǊǘƘ-

trimester abortionΦέ  

 

Our contemporary West has moved decidedly away from baseline moral absolutes (inherent 

with Judeo-Christian belief) to postmodern moral relativism. Christian ethicist Peter Kreeft 

observes that this worldview says that άonly some humans are persons, for those who are given 

ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ όǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǿŜǊύΦέ57 Consequentially, Kreeft lamentsΣ άΨIŀǊŘ ǇǊƻ-

ŎƘƻƛŎŜΩ ŘŜƴƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƛƴǾƛƻƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΤ ΨǎƻŦǘ ǇǊƻ-ŎƘƻƛŎŜΩ Řenies the humanity  

of the fetusΦέ58  

 

An example of this ever-increasing, non-inviolability belief is reflected in a recent 2020 poll.   

This survey revealed that 9 out of 10 Belgian nurses and physicians believe it to be morally 

permissible to perform infanticide on newly born infants having a serious but non-lethal 

neonatal condition.59  

 

Australian bioethicists Francesca Minerva and Alberto Giubilini go further. That is, to be able to 

legally euthanize perfectly healthy infants, since άƴŜǿōƻǊƴǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ moral status 

as actual personsΦέ60 According to Minerva and Giubilini, ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ΨŀŦǘŜǊ-ōƛǊǘƘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΩ 

(killing a newborn) should be permissible in all the cases Χ including cases where the newborn   

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘΦέ61  

                                                 
55 Michael Tooley, Jerry Coyne, Francesco Minerva, Alberto Giubilini, Peter Singer, Helga Kuhse, and others. 
 
56 WŀŎǉǳŜƭƛƴŜ [ŀƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜǎ Dƛǳōƛƭƛƴƛ ŀƴŘ aƛƴŜǊǾŀΩǎ ǇǊƻ-ƛƴŦŀƴǘƛŎƛŘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΥ άAccording to these related ideas [of 
personism and actualism], human beings achieve their moral status in virtue of the degree to which they are capable of 
laying value upon their lives or exhibiting certain qualities or being desirable to third-ǇŀǊǘȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦέ WŀŎǉǳŜƭƛƴŜ 
[ŀƛƴƎΣ άLƴŦŀƴǘƛŎƛŘŜΥ ! wŜǇƭȅ ǘƻ Dƛǳōƛƭƛƴƛ ŀƴŘ aƛƴŜǊǾŀΣέ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘΣ Journal of Medical Ethics 39(5), (May 2013): 336-340. 
 
57 Peter Kreeft, Three Approaches to Abortion: A Thoughtful and Compassionate Guide to Today's Most Controversial Issue 
(San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2002), 33. 
 
58 Peter Kreeft, άIǳƳŀƴ tŜǊǎƻƴƘƻƻŘ .ŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣέ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀȅ рΣ нлноΣ https://peterkreeft.com/topics-
more/personhood.htm. 
 
59 9ƭƭŜƴ wƻŜǘǎ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ άIŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΩ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ŀǘ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΣέ Acta Obstetricia 
et Gynecologica Scandinavica 100(1), (January 2021): 74-83, accessed May 27, 2023, https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/ 
doi/full/10.1111/aogs.13967.  
 
60 !ƭōŜǊǘƻ Dƛǳōƛƭƛƴƛ ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴŎŜǎŎŀ aƛƴŜǊǾŀΣ ά!ŦǘŜǊ-ōƛǊǘƘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΥ ²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ƭƛǾŜΚΣέ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘΣ Journal of Medical 
Ethics 39(5), (May 2013): 261ς263.   
 
61 Giubilini ŀƴŘ aƛƴŜǊǾŀΣ ά!ŦǘŜǊ-ōƛǊǘƘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣέ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǊŀŎƪŜǘŜŘ άƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿōƻǊƴέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜΦ 
 

https://peterkreeft.com/topics-more/personhood.htm
https://peterkreeft.com/topics-more/personhood.htm
https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/aogs.13967
https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/aogs.13967
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Renowned American ethicist Peter Singer agrees. As Singer contendsΣ ά{ƛƴŎŜ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ƴŜǿōƻǊƴ 

infant nor a fish is a person, the wrongness of killing such beings is not as great as the wrongness 

ƻŦ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦέ62 

 

We are back to the many past lived realities of the pre-Judeo-Christian world. Abortion is again 

commonplace. At particular risk again are preborn baby girls and infants with imperfections. In 

ŦŀŎǘΣ ŀƴȅ άǳƴǿŀƴǘŜŘέ ǇǊŜōƻǊƴ ōŀōȅ is at risk for a host of explanations. 

 

 
 
 

ABORTION IN NORTH AMERICA TODAY   
 
GRAVE STATISTICS 
 
In Canada and the US, nearly 50% of all pregnancies are unintended.63 Up to 95% of these women 

and their partners were inconsistent in using birth control or choosing not to use pregnancy 

prevention.64 Centers for Disease Control recently revealed that unmarried women accounted for 

86% of abortions. Adolescent girls (ages 15ς19) for 8.5% and girls under 15 for 0.2%.65 

                                                 
62 Peter Singer, Rethinking Life and Death όbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴϥǎ tǊŜǎǎΣ мффпύΣ ннлΦ {ƛƴƎŜǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿƘȅ άƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ 
a newborn baby is never ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦέ {ŜŜ C!v ІфΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀȅ оΣ нлноΣ https://petersinger.info/faq. 
 
63 {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ hōǎǘŜǘǊƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ DȅƴŀŜŎƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ ά¦ƴƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ tǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΣέ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀȅ рΣ нлноΣ https://pregnancy 
info.ca/your-pregnancy/special-consideration/unintended-pregnancy/. aŜƎŀƴ bƛŎƘƻƭŜ tƻƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ !ƭŀƴŀ /ŀǘǘŀǇŀƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ 
Unintended Outcomes of Mis-aŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ¦ƴƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ tǊŜƎƴŀƴŎƛŜǎΣέ Canadian Bioethics, Law and Policy, Memorial University 
Centre for Bioethics (June 2021), accessed August 2, 2023, https://impactethics.ca/2021/06/03/the-unintended-outcomes-of- 
mis-measuring-unintended-pregnancies. 
 
64 No birth control at 54%; inconsistent birth control at 41%. Luu 5Φ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ м ƛƴ п !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ 
ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΚΣέ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ /Ƙŀƴ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ aŀȅ олΣ нлмфΣ https://www.umassmed.edu/ 
news/news-archives/2019/05/who-are-the-1-in-4-american-women-who-choose-abortion. 
 
 
 

https://petersinger.info/faq
https://www.pregnancyinfo.ca/your-pregnancy/special-consideration/unintended-pregnancy/
https://www.pregnancyinfo.ca/your-pregnancy/special-consideration/unintended-pregnancy/
https://impactethics.ca/2021/06/03/the-unintended-outcomes-of-mis-measuring-unintended-pregnancies
https://impactethics.ca/2021/06/03/the-unintended-outcomes-of-mis-measuring-unintended-pregnancies
https://www.umassmed.edu/news/news-archives/2019/05/who-are-the-1-in-4-american-women-who-choose-abortion
https://www.umassmed.edu/news/news-archives/2019/05/who-are-the-1-in-4-american-women-who-choose-abortion
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Such unintended pregnancies will be happily or ambivalently carried to term, or will be aborted 

(37% in Canada, 42% in the US).66 Adoption remains an unpopular alternative, with only 1% of 

women choosing this pregnancy option.67 Many believe that terminating a pregnancy will be less 

painful emotionally than giving their child to adoptive parents. 

 

Surveys are often extrapolations. But generally speaking, there are five primary reasons for 

choosing abortion, this according to women having had an abortion: timing (25%); finances 

(23%); not wanting a child or an additional child (19%); not in a committed relationship or in a 

bad relationship (8%); and feeling too young or not mature enough (7%).68  

 

Some 1 in 4 Canadian and American women will have one or more abortions during her 

lifetime.69 Women having repeat abortions account for 34% in Canada and 42% in the US.70  

 
BEHIND THE STATISTICS 
 
Although abortion has become commonplace, please know this reality does not negate difficult, 

soul-searching, often traumatic pressures women can face when struggling to decide whether to 

abort or to carry. Every year in Canada and the United States, tens of thousands of distressed, 

conflicted women and teen girls reach out to pregnancy care centres for information and help.  

 

Many of these women believe that abortion is their only option due to significant and weighty  

stressors. These genuine obstacles may include the prospect of single parenthood, an  

                                                                                                                                                 
65 ά¦Φ{Φ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎέΣ !ōƻǊǘтоΦŎƻƳΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ мрΣ нлноΣ https://abort73.com/abortion_facts/us_abortion_ 
statistics/Σ ŎƛǘƛƴƎ DǳǘǘƳŀŎƘŜǊ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΤ ά/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΣέ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ мрΣ нлноΣ https://abort73.com/ 
abortion_facts/canadian_abortion_statistics/, citing Canadian Institute for Health Information. 
 
66 ά¦ƴƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ tǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣέ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ Profile: Canada, Guttmacher Institute, accessed May 15, 2023, 
https://www.guttmacher.org/regions/northern-america/canada. U.S. statistic from Dr. LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ м ƛƴ пΚέ 
 
67 YΦWΦ 5ŀƭȅ ŀƴŘ aΦtΦ {ƻōƻƭΣ ά!ŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΥ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ¢ǊŜƴŘǎΣέ Child Welfare 74(3), (May 1995): 665-677. 
Agencies no longer collect national adoption data. In Canada, choosing adoption was 5% in 1981 and 2% in 1989, the last 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƛƎǳǊŜΦ hƭƎŀ YƘŀȊŀƴΣ ά²Ƙȅ {ƻ aŀƴȅ ²ƻƳŜƴ /ƘƻƻǎŜ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴ hǾŜǊ !ŘƻǇǘƛƻƴΣέ The Atlantic, May 20, 2019. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/05/why-more-women-dont-choose-adoption/589759/. With abortion 
clinics more accessible than in 1989, assumed adoption estimates are 1%. In the United States: 9% prior to 1973, 2% by the 
mid-1980s, and only 1% in 2020, the last year of CDC captured data.  
 
68 LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ м ƛƴ пΚέ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŜȄǘǊŀǇƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /5/ ŀƴŘ DǳǘǘƳŀŎƘŜǊ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦ άwŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ LƴŘǳŎŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ tǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ōȅ wŜŀǎƻƴΣ ōȅ ¢ǊƛƳŜǎǘŜǊΣέ 
Agency for Health Care Administration (Florida), May 9, 2022, https://ahca.myflorida.com/mchq/central_services/training_ 
support/docs/TrimesterByReason_2021.pdf. 
 
69 Sheila Dunn and wŜōŜŎŎŀ /ƻƻƪΣ άaŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΥ .ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΣέ Canadian Medical Association Journal 
186(1), (January 2014), 13. In fact, Dunn and Cook reference abortion provider Wendy Norman who suggests that one in 
three Canadian women wiƭƭ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΦ {ŜŜ ²ŜƴŘȅ bƻǊƳŀƴΣ άLƴŘǳŎŜŘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀ мфтп-нллрΣέ 
Contraception 85(2), (February 2012): 185-фмΤ ŀƴŘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ м ƛƴ пΚέ 
 
70 ¦{ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ !ōƻǊǘтоΦŎƻƳΣ ά¦Φ{Φ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΦέ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎ ƻŦ άƻƴŜ-ǘƘƛǊŘέ ƛƴ YŀǘƘǊȅƴ WΦ [ŀwƻŎƘŜ ŀƴŘ !ƴƎŜƭ 
aΦ CƻǎǘŜǊΣ ά9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴϥǎ aǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΥ LƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ wŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ {ǘƛƎƳŀ ŀƴŘ LƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ 
Patient-/ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ /ŀǊŜΣέ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ LǎǎǳŜǎ 28(4), (July-August 2018): 327-332. The Canadian Institute for Health 
LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ нлнл ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ άƻƴŜ-ǘƘƛǊŘέ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ŎǳƭƭƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ 
ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳƻǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎΤ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ƛƴ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ άǳƴƪƴƻǿƴέ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ of 28.7%. 
Abortion clinics do not disclose repeat abortion statistics. 
 

https://abort73.com/abortion_facts/us_abortion_statistics/
https://abort73.com/abortion_facts/us_abortion_statistics/
https://abort73.com/abortion_facts/canadian_abortion_statistics/
https://abort73.com/abortion_facts/canadian_abortion_statistics/
https://www.guttmacher.org/regions/northern-america/canada
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/05/why-more-women-dont-choose-adoption/589759/
https://ahca.myflorida.com/content/download/7207/file/TrimesterByReason_2021.pdf
https://ahca.myflorida.com/content/download/7207/file/TrimesterByReason_2021.pdf
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interruption of education or career, financial hardship, or the lack of family support. Women  

often report being pressured into an unwanted abortion. Many women also come to these 

pregnancy centres seeking after-abortion care. 

 
UNWANTED ABORTIONS 
 
Untold numbers of women feel forced by others to have an abortion. In a Canadian study with 

one hundred post-abortion participants, two-thirds of these women said they were pressured  

or coerced into having their abortion.71
  

 

Pressure often takes the form of the boyfriend or partner threatening to leave the relationship. 

Being pushed by parents into an abortion is also frequently identified. Such women who are 

pressured by their partners or families are more likely to experience negative emotional 

reactions to abortion.72 

 

 

 
Coercion is even more severe. One such example is parents who threatened to disavow their 

daughter because their grandbaby was of a mixed race. In this case, the young woman still 

chose to carry her baby to term, even though the parents did, in fact, shun their daughter.  

 

Another example is a husband who threatened his wife that if she did not procure an abortion, 

he would beat her until she miscarried. He had done so before. On the very day his wife was 

going to commit suicide, she perchance heard about the help of a pregnancy care centre in her 

community. On that day, two lives were saved.73 

 

                                                 
71 !ƴƴŜ .ǊƻŜƴ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ άwŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘǳŎŜŘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎΣέ General Hospital 
Psychiatry 27(1), (February 2005): 36-43. 
 
72 David wŜŀǊŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢Ŝǎǎŀ [ƻƴƎōƻƴǎΣ ά9ŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ tǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ !ōƻǊǘ ƻƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 9Ƴƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘΣέ 
abstract, Cureus 15(1), (January 31, 2023): e34456, doi:10.7759/cureus.34456. 
  
73 Case examples provided by the Crisis Pregnancy Centres of Burnaby and Vancouver, British Columbia. 
 

https://www.cureus.com/articles/124269-effects-of-pressure-to-abort-on-womens-emotional-responses-and-mental-health#!/
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POST-ABORTION STRESS 
 

After an abortion, many women feel relief, while others have negative emotions. Reactions   

may be immediate, or the feelings may come up years later. Responses vary. They depend on    

a ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŀƎŜΣ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƻǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΣ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ƻǊ 

whether others are pressuring her into having an abortion.74  

 

From a 2023 study, women who experience pressure from partners, family members, employers, 

or healthcare ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΣ άreported more negative emotions; more disruption of daily life, work, 

or relationshipsΦέ75 Women who experience negative emotions convey the following reactions: 

sadness, guilt or shame, emotional numbing, depression, nightmares, thoughts of self-harm, and 

alcohol or drug abuse.76  

 

For women with prolonged, unabated negative feelings, healthcare physicians recommend 

seeking lay or professional help.77 

 
HOW SHALL WE THEN LIVE? 
 
Pray. Speak out. Help out. 

 

Here are some challenging words from ƻǳǊ άconservativeέ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ in Christ, Rev. Alveda King:    

άBy our effort and example may God use us, as imperfect vessels that we are, to bring an end   

ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŜǾƛƭǎ ŀǎ ƛƴŦŀƴǘƛŎƛŘŜΣ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ78  

 

Similarly, here are challenging words from ƻǳǊ άprogressiveέ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ in Christ, Shane Claiborne: 

ά!ǎ wŜŘ [ŜǘǘŜǊ Christians, we need to be pro-life from the womb to the tomb. Abortion and 

euthanasia, the death penalty79 and war, poverty and health care ς all of these are issues of life 

and death.έ80 

                                                 
74 Paragraph verbatim from Ginimi Chan, Brian Norton, Adrienne Mugwanya, Musu Kanu Taylor-Lewis, Abortion Parenting 
Adoption: an informational guide for unexpected pregnancy (Red Deer, AB: Pregnancy Care Canada, 2020), 5, sourcing 
Canadian abortion providers (references available on request). 
 
75 wŜŀǊŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ [ƻƴƎōƻƴǎΣ ά9ŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ tǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΣέ ǎŜŜ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
 
76 tǊƛǎŎƛƭƭŀ /ƻƭŜƳŀƴΣ ά!ōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΥ vǳŀƴǘƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ мффр-нллфΣέ 
British Journal of Psychiatry 199(3), (September 2011): 180-86; and D.M. Fergusson, J.L. Horwood, and Joseph Broden, 
ά!ōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎΣέ British Journal of Psychiatry 193(6), (December 2008): 444-451; and Natalie Mota, 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ .ǳǊƴŜǘǘΣ ŀƴŘ WƛǘŜƴŘŜǊ {ŀǊŜŜƴΣ ά!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ƛƴ ŀ 
nationalƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜΣέ Canadian Journal of Psychiatry 55(4) (April 2010): 239-247. 
 
77 Sarah Marshall Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ ά!ōƻǊǘƛƻƴΥ 9Ƴƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΣέ BC HealthLink, Government of British Columbia, June 16, 2021, 
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/pregnancy-parenting/planning-your-pregnancy/ending-pregnancy/abortion-emotional-recovery. 
 
78 Alveda King and La Verne Tolbert, eds., Life at All Costs: An Anthology of Voices from 21st Century Black Prolife Leaders, 
(Bloomington, Indiana: Xlibris Publishing, 2012), 35. Rev. King is the daughter of A.D. King and niece of Martin Luther King, Jr.   
 
79 Capital punishment is a moot point in Canada but not so in 58 non-European countries and the United States. In 2022, 
some 883 executions were recorded from 20 countries (18 in the US). This total does not include China, North Korea, and 
Vietnam, as executƛƻƴ Řŀǘŀ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎΦ ά9ȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴǎ !ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΣ нлннΣέ 5ŜŀǘƘ tŜƴŀƭǘȅ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ  

https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/pregnancy-parenting/planning-your-pregnancy/ending-pregnancy/abortion-emotional-recovery
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Individually and collectively, let us advocate for the worth and welfare of all who are vulnerable, 

all who are at risk. This means influencing public opinion and securing just legislation. This means 

speaking out. This is our prophetic call.  

 

Individually and collectively, let us open our hearts, our wallets, our homes, and our churches 

for women experiencing unexpected pregnancies and for isolated single parents in need. This 

means helping out. This is our pastoral call.  

 

In sum, who will disagree with this earnest call to care from Francis Schaeffer and C. Everett 

Koop? άaŜǊŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ΧΨ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΩ ς without being ready to involve 

ourselves in the problem ς ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴŜΦέ81  

 

Let us not grow weary doing works of love. 

 

For considerations specific to helping women experiencing unexpected pregnancies, please see 

AppenŘƛȄ .Σ άtǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ /ŀǊŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜǎΦέ For considerations specific to seeking legislative abortion 

restrictions in Canada and the United States, please see Appendix CΣ ά¢ƘŜ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ !ōƻǊǘƛonΦέ  

 
 

CONCLUSION 

For the few of you still readingΧ 

Though some people may believe or wish otherwise, abortion is not and never has been a 

Christian conviction. Since the genesis of the Church, the Judeo-Christian belief has embodied 

universal human dignity. From antiquities historian Michael J. DƻǊƳŀƴΣ άώ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎϐ ǇƭŜŀŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ   

the poor, the weak, women, children and the unborn. This pro-life ethic discarded hate in favour 

of love, war in favour of peace, oppression in favour of justice, ōƭƻƻŘǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦέ82   

May we, ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ adopted daughters and sons ς Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant ς continue 

the life-affirming legacy of the Church. This is to say, love them both: mother and child. 

LORD, may your kingdom come. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

                                                                                                                                                 
Washington, DC, accessed August 2, 2023, https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/policy-issues/international/executions-around- 
the-world.  
 
80 {ƘŀƴŜ /ƭŀƛōƻǊƴŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƴȅ /ŀƳǇƻƭƻΣ ά! 5ƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƻƴ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǘ aŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ tǊƻ-[ƛŦŜΣέ Red Letter Christians, web article, 
January 22, 2023, https://www.redletterchristians.org/a-dialogue-on-what-it-means-to-be-pro-life/. 
 
81 C. Everett Koop and Francis Schaeffer, Whatever Happened to the Human Race? rev. ed. (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 
1983), 73. 
 
82 Gorman, Abortion and the Early Church, 90. 
 

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/policy-issues/international/executions-around-the-world
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/policy-issues/international/executions-around-the-world
https://www.redletterchristians.org/a-dialogue-on-what-it-means-to-be-pro-life/
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APPENDIX A: CAUSE AND EFFECT 
 

             

 

 
Please consider clicking on this link ς Cause and Effect ς to view a 3-minute video espousing the 

dignity and worth of all persons.  

 

Cause and Effect is project of the Christian Advocacy Society of Greater Vancouver (Protestant) 

and the Archdiocese of Vancouver (Catholic): άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘΦέ 

 

 

  

How we ôseeõ people 
      affects how we  

        treat people

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Q3pAzyMhLw&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Q3pAzyMhLw&t=2s
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APPENDIX B: PREGNANCY CARE CENTRES 
 

 

 
 
 

You may not be familiar with the unique faith-based ministry of pregnancy care centres, at times 

referred to as crisis pregnancy centres. Most pregnancy care centres in Canada are affiliated 

with the national best practice association, Pregnancy Care Canada. Most centres in the United 

States are affiliated with either Care Net or Heartbeat International. 

 

These affiliates provide a safe environment for a woman to make a pregnancy decision that is 

fully informed, evidence-based, and free from external pressure. The staff and volunteers 

ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƘŜǊ ǿith medically 

accurate information on all three options: abortion, adoption, and parenting.83  

 

Additionally, most affiliates offer prenatal instruction, parenting classes, financial aid, material 

support (maternity/baby clothes, formula, diapers, furnishings), and after-abortion care. For 

women unable to access a local centre in their community, online support is also available with 

OnlineCare in Canada and OptionLine in the US. All services are available free of charge.  

 

 
  

                                                 
83 I appreciate these germane words from an affiliate of Pregnancy Care Canada: άLŦ ŀ ŎƭƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴ 
abortion, we love her. If she carries to term, we love her. If she releases a child in an adoption, we love her. If she grieves 
after the abortion, with zero judgment we will mourn with her. If she is in need during parenting, we will care for her. If she 
struggles after the adoption, we will support hŜǊΦέ CǊƻƳ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Crisis Pregnancy Centre of WinnipegΣ ƛƴ ά/Ǌƛǎƛǎ tǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜǎΣέ Growing Together, Evangelical Mennonite Conference, 
August 23, 2022, https://www.emcmessenger.ca/growing-together/crisis-pregnancy-centres-what-we-stand-to-lose. 
 

https://pregnancycarecanada.ca/
https://www.care-net.org/what-is-a-pregnancy-center?ads_cmpid=376574898&ads_adid=125993344786&ads_matchtype=&ads_network=g&ads_creative=634337760239&utm_term=&ads_targetid=dsa-437115340933&utm_campaign=&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&ttv=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlM6DssragQMVPDWtBh3OsQg4EAAYASABEgIABPD_BwE
https://www.heartbeatinternational.org/our-work/what-is-a-pregnancy-center
https://www.onlinecare.ca/
https://optionline.org/
https://www.emcmessenger.ca/growing-together/crisis-pregnancy-centres-what-we-stand-to-lose
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APPENDIX C: THE POLITICS OF ABORTION 
 
 

 
 

 
Morality, like art, means drawing a line somewhere.  

     - G.K. Chesterton  

 

In a pluralistic democracy, where should our elected legislators draw the line on abortion?    

What follows are possible legislative restrictions, all highly debated, all contentious.  

 

At the restrictive end of the spectrum: a ban on abortion ς ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΩs life is at risk.84 

Some, but not all, pro-life advocates would include pregnancies by rape and incest in this 

category. At the permissive end of the spectrum, for some, not all, pro-choice advocates: 

abortion on demand ς for any reason, for no reason, up to the moment of birth. 

 

Within this restrictive-permissive spectrum, others advocate for a set legal limit at a particular 

stage of fetal development. Examples: when the heartbeat is detected (~6 weeks after 

gestation);85 to the end of 15 weeks; or 24 weeks;86 or to the end of the second trimester.  

 

Beyond the spectrum, various high-profile bioethicists are advocating legalized infanticide. 

Taking the life of birthed infants is to be regarded as a άfourth-trimester abortionέ or an    

άafter-birth abortionΦέ87 This proposed practice (via exposure, starvation, or euthanizing)             

                                                 
84 A former abortion provider informed me that after becoming a Christian he stopped performing abortions even if the 
ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ 
induces labour, thus purposing to save two lives. (If a patient is uncomfortable with such a plan, he refers the patient to 
another doctor.) Sometimes, the preemie babies are too young to survive. Other times, the babies thrive. 
 
85 ±ŀƭƛƴŘŀ bǿŀŘƛƪŜΣ άIƻǿ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ŀƴ ¸ƻǳ IŜŀǊ .ŀōȅΩǎ IŜŀǊǘōŜŀǘ ƻƴ ¦ƭǘǊŀǎƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ .ȅ 9ŀǊΚΣέ Healthline, September 26, 2018, 
https://www.healthline.com/health/pregnancy/when-can-you-hear-babys-heartbeat. 
 
86 Nationaƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀōȅ ŀǘ нп ǿŜŜƪǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΣέ hŎǘƻōŜǊ моΣ нлнмΣ https://www.nhs 
.uk/pregnancy/week-by-week/13-to-27/24-weeks. 
 

ñ ò 

https://www.healthline.com/health/pregnancy/when-can-you-hear-babys-heartbeat
https://www.nhs.uk/pregnancy/week-by-week/13-to-27/24-weeks/
https://www.nhs.uk/pregnancy/week-by-week/13-to-27/24-weeks/



